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4 Defeated but dangers still loom large Nick Lowles 
analyses the BNP’s election performance 


9 Atime to celebrate but major challenges lie ahead 
says Nick Lowles 


10 The key battlegrounds Searchlight reports on how the 
BNP did in the 23 key wards we identified last month 


12 Success still eludes North East BNP Mike Hartman 
examines another BNP failure 


13 ‘Gutted’ David Williams looks at how BNP members 
reacted to the party’s defeat 


14 BNP loses ground in West Yorkshire ... but votes pile up 
Paul Meszaros and Lorraine Fitzsimons on the outcome of a 
busy year 


15 Community activists show BNP the door in Epping 
Forest Gerry Gable explains how the BNP was stopped 


16 Model campaign defeats the BNP in Sandwell 
Nick Lowles describes a winning strategy 


18 Where are the BNP councillors? 


17 Griffin faces leadership bid Nick Lowles investigates the 
challenger, his supporters and his chances of success 


20 Council Watch BNP admits to “do-nothing councillor’; 
Barnbrook for mayor; BNP Muslim alliance against Kashmiris; 
BNP man to look after cemetery 


21 Anunholy alliance Gerry Gable reveals how a Polish fascist 
party is organising in Britain 






















Searchlight Magazin 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous issues 
of the magazines. 


Search our archive for information on fascism 
and racism in Britain and internationally. 
Historical features, interviews and much more. 


To find out about fascism past 
and present visit www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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The Italian Fascist invasion of Ethiopia 
wenty years ago the armies of Fascist Italy invaded ethiopia, then |) 





22 Home news Protests halt Griffin speech at Bath University; 
Help from the BNP? No thanks; Former fascist elected to parish 
council; Don't say what we say 





23 BNP vigilantes to go national Gerry Gable investigates 
the BNP’s latest move towards paramilitarism 


24 International roundup Deputy PM incited hatred; 
FN activists charged with assault, Hitler banner at match; 
Police disperse nazis; Archbishop says vote fascist, MP sang 
Nazi songs; Far-right leader jailed 





25 Portugal Police action prompts fascists to call off rally, by 
Jean-Yves Camus 





26 France Sarkozy election is ideological victory for the right; 
Le Pen scores his lowest presidential vote since 1988, 
by Jean-Yves Camus 





28 Belgium Right-wing populist threatens far-right vote, 
by Wim Haelsterman 





29 Sweden Violent conflict ravages white power movement 
From Mikael Ekman 





30 Germany Protesters outnumber nazis on May Day, 
by Michael Klein 





32 The Netherlands Weapons raids, nazi gigs and marches, 
but no need to worry, by Jeroen Bosch 





33 Russia Nazis celebrate Hitler’s birth with violence and 
rallies, by Maria Rozalskaya 





34 Italy Government accused of “shocking racist conduct”, 


by Alfio Bernabei 


Next month Searchlight continues its investigation 


| the murky world of international intelligence opera’ ions | | 


and how Searchligh -becamethetargetofone 


intelligence service's dirty tricks. We also reveal how a e 
killer for the South African apartheid regime ended uy 
working for a county education department in the U 





A new approach to an old challenge 


As Gordon Brown becomes Prime Minister later 
this month we will be hoping to see new energy 
devoted to an old problem. Searchlight has 
written extensively about the Redwatch website 
over the past few years. Set up by followers of the 
neo-Nazi Combat 18, the site lists personal details 
of anti-fascists, anti-racists and others who 
oppose the far right in Britain. Several people 
have suffered attacks. Documents obtained by 
Searchlight show clearly that the intention of the 
site’s organisers is to harass, threaten and silence 
their political opponents. 

Despite calls from local and __ national 
newspapers, deputations from the TUC and 
letters from MPs, no action has been taken. 

Indeed, Searchlight has recently obtained a 
statement from the Home Office which clearly 
implies that it is washing its hands of the whole 
affair. In an insult to all those Redwatch has 
targeted, it states that it would be pointless to 
remove the site. The letter goes on to claim that 
the Home Office is working closely with the police 
to ensure that existing legislation is “robustly” 
enforced. So “robustly” that the authorities have 
failed to respond to repeated offers to provide the 
documentary evidence that the organisers of 
Redwatch are collecting information with the 
intention of attacking their opponents. 

Redwatch has developed far greater significance 
than simply a website. It has come to symbolise the 
lack of interest in and protection given to people 
defending a modern multicultural society. As 
Parliament builds ever greater defences to protect 
itself, the disengagement with its voters grows. 

While we recognise that the new Brown 
administration has plenty with which to occupy its 
time we believe that action against those behind 
Redwatch would send out a very positive message. 


Strangers into citizens 


A new campaign was launched last month to 
support some of the most exploited people in 
London. Strangers into Citizens calls for legalisation 
of the status of those working here illegally. 

Hidden under the public radar and often 
working in atrocious conditions, hundreds of 
thousands of undocumented workers have become 
an important part of recent economic growth. 
They are vilified by the media and ignored by the 
public but it is an issue that needs to be addressed. 
Few politicians have the courage to discuss it but 
now, backed by hundreds of community groups, a 
cross-party alliance is forming. 

Whatever any politician says, there is no way 
that 600,000 illegal workers are going to be 
rounded up and deported. In the same month that 
even President Bush signed an order to legalise 
migrant workers, it is time for British politicians 
to start an honest debate without empty 
soundbites and whipping up tabloid hysteria. ~<a 







































Summary of key points 


@ The BNP had a net gain 
of one council seat. 


@ The BNP averaged 
14.6% in 742 borough 
& district wards. 


The BNP polled 4.3% 
of the vote in the Welsh 
Assembly elections, 
missing out on an 
Assembly seat in 
North Wales by just 
2,580 votes. 


@ The BNP received just 
1.2% of the vote for the 
Scottish Parliament. 


@ The BNP vote dropped 
in its key wards. 


@ Political parties 
appeared more willing 
to take on the BNP 

and this increased 

activity boosted the 
anti-BNP vote. 






Table 1: Average BNP vote 
1% of vote 


number of 
candidates 
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By Nick Lowles 


ith all the votes now 
counted the full picture of 
the BNP’ performance can 
now be assessed — and it was 
a night of mixed fortunes. The BNP 
failed to make any _ significant 
breakthrough in its councillor base, and 
even slipped back in many of its key 
local authority areas, but the party's 
overall share of the vote confirms 
Searchlight’s growing fear that the BNP 
has the potential to become Britain’s 
fourth political party before too long. 
The BNP went into these elections 
confidently predicting that it would 
increase its councillor numbers from 49 
to 100. However, it finished the election 
with a total of 50 councillors, a net gain 
of just one. Even this gain has now been 





Defeated but 
dangers still 
loom large 


cancelled out by the news that one of 
the BNP’s existing councillors in Stoke- 
on-Trent has left the party. 
The BNP won nine new seats but lost 
eight of the nine it was defending. Its 
biggest gains were in Stoke-on-Irent and 
North West Leicestershire, where it 
gained three and two councillors 
respectively. It also saw candidates elected 
in Charnwood, Broxtowe, Burnley, 
Bradford and Staffordshire Moorlands. 
[For a list of BNP councillors see table 7. | 
M@ The BNP’s expected gains failed to 
materialise for several reasons: 

M@ The BNP overstretched itself in 
fielding so many candidates. 

M The BNP believed its own 
propaganda and focused on too 
many target wards. 





Table 2: Regional BNP vote 


(BNP candidates in brackets, London excluded) 
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Many BNP branches struggled to 
put out even one leaflet. 

The anti-BNP campaign was more 
focused and sophisticated. 

The political parties took on the 
BNP. 

The BNP failed to make any 
breakthrough in Sandwell, Kirklees, 
Dudley, Thurrock and Leeds. In Bradford, 
it gained one councillor but lost another 
and in Burnley one BNP councillor was 
re-elected but the party lost three 
others. More importantly, the BNP 
share of the vote in many of these key 
local authority areas has declined 
dramatically since last year. In Sandwell, 
the BNP averaged 24.6% in the wards 
it contested this year compared to 
the 33% share it achieved in 2006. 





In Bradford the BNP share fell from 
25.9% to 19.2%, and this election 
confirmed the partys demise in 
Oldham, where it was only able to put 
forward four candidates whose average 
vote was 40% down on four years ago. 

The BNP fielded 742 councillors in 
the English district and borough 
elections, averaging 14.7% of the vote. 
While this is down on last year’s results 
the BNP did put forward more than 
double the number of candidates. 
The regional breakdown of the vote 
dispels the myth that the BNP only exists 
in small pockets of the industrial north. 

In Wales, the BNP polled 4.3% in the 
Assembly elections, collecting 42,197 
votes. In North Wales the party missed 
out on an Assembly seat by just 2,580 
votes. In Wrexham the BNP received 
9.4%, while in Alyn and Deeside and 
Clwyd South it polled over 7%. In 2003, 
the BNP received just 0.3% of the 
national Welsh vote. 

In Scotland, the BNP polled just 
24,616 votes, a paltry 1.2% of the 
national vote. 


BNP reaction 
The BNP had expected to do 
much better than it did and there are 
already recriminations within the party. 
Some have blamed the leadership for 
pushing local branches to field as many 
candidates as possible, instead of 
concentrating on fewer target wards. 
Mark Collett is also coming under serious 
criticism for failing to print and deliver 
ward specific election leaflets in time. 

More than anything, the BNP was a 
victim of its own inflated expectations. 
Having been told continually that 
victory was just around the corner, 
several activists have expressed their 
disappointment despite the overall 
strength of the BNP vote. Even the 
post-election analysis on the party’s 
website by Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, reflects some of this gloom. 

The greatest disappointments came 
in many of the local authorities where 


the BNP polled well last year. In several 
key target wards the BNP vote dropped 
dramatically. In 2006 the BNP polled 
45.1%, 43.5% and 37.0% in the three 
Sandwell wards of Great Bridge, 
Princes End and Tividale — winning all 
three. This year Labour decisively beat 
the BNP candidates, with their vote 
dropping to 30.1%, 34.9% and 29.8% 
respectively. A similar decline occurred 
in the BNP’s key wards in Kirklees. 
In 2006 the BNP won Dewsbury East 
and Heckmondwike with votes of 
15.4% and 13.2% more than Labour. 
This year Labour took back both 
seats, with the BNP candidate in 
Heckmondwike over 600 votes behind. 

It was in precisely these wards where 
the bulk of Searchlight’s work was 
focused. It was also where, to their credit, 
the local political parties confronted the 
BNP head on. | Table 4 looks at the BNP 


performance in its key wards.] 


Good practice 
Credit must also be given to the 
Yorkshire Hope not Hate campaign, 
especially in Bradford where the BNP 
made no net gains. The BNP entered the 
local elections needing a swing of 4.2% 
or less to capture 10 wards but a year- 
long campaign organised by Yorkshire 
Hope Not Hate, with activists out 
campaigning at least once a week since 
last year’s elections and a more concerted 
effort by the political parties, saw the 
BNP halted and its vote even reversed. 
Another group worth mentioning is 
Sandwell Labour Party who faced an 
average BNP vote last year of 33%, 
second only to Barking and Dagenham. 
Working closely with Searchlight, the 
Labour Party, under the stewardship of 
Council Leader Bill Thomas, 


established a campaign team which met 
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and Welsh Assembly 
(candidates in brackets) 





























SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

Central Scotland 4,125 (1.4%) 

Glasgow 3,865 (1.9%) 
Highlands & Islands 2,152 (1.2%) years. 
Lothians 2,637 (0.9%) 

Mid Scotland & Fife 2,620 (1%) 

North East Scotland 2,764 (1.1%) 

West of Scotland 2,620 (1%) 

WELSH ASSEMBLY 

North Wales 9,986 (5.1% 















( ) 
Mid & West Wales 6,389 (2.9%) 
South Wales Central 7,889 (3.8%) 
South Wales East 8,940 (4.7%) 
South WalesWest 8,993 (5.5%) 
























monthly and even donated a share of 
their own councillors’ allowances to 
employ a local worker. The party 
imposed a three-line whip on all 
councillors to take part in a monthly 
activity within a key ward threatened 
by the BNP and the result was the 
most intensive Labour campaign for 
More importantly, it helped 
reconnect the party with its supporters. 
The increased confidence of the local 
labour movement, with help from the 
unions in particular, was evident in the 
220 people who helped deliver 45,000 
newspapers in one day across Sandwell. 
The results of this work are clearly 
evident in the table on page 16 

Even in Stoke-on-Irent, where the 
BNP won three seats, there is cause for 
optimism. The BNP was soundly beaten 
in Fenton, where a local Labour 
councillor ran a magnificent campaign, 
and BNP councillor Steve Batkin was 


Table 4: How the BNP vote declined in its key 30 target seats 
(BNP candidates in brackets, London excluded) 
































unseated in Longton North. This was 
no fluke. The local Labour Party selected 
its candidate last summer and since then 
he has worked tirelessly in getting his 
name known, campaigning on local issues 
and canvassing. The task now in the city 
is to spread this good practice into other 
wards where local political structures 
hardly function. 


Political parties 
Where the local political parties were 
willing to confront the BNP they 
were able to energise their own 
activists, which was particularly 
important in the case of Labour, 
and also exploit a clear anti-BNP 
vote. Even the Conservatives, in 
Broxbourne, took on the BNP, 
with a leaflet highlighting the 
threat to house prices that any 
BNP victory would present. 
The Liberal Democrats ran 






















































































































































































Local Authority Ward 2006 vote 2007 vote Change 
Kirklees Dewsbury East 1,902 (35.6%) 2,088 (34.7%) -0.7 
Kirklees Heckmondwike 2,035 (36.6%) 1,741 (32.6%) -4.0 
Bradford Queensbury 1,829 (38.5%) 1,718 (36.6%) -1.9 
Calderdale Illingworth and Mixenden 1,075 (35.6%) 974 (30.3%) seis! 
Sandwell Great Bridge 1,278 (45.1%) 941 (30.1%) =ao.0 
Stoke-on-Trent Weston & Meir North 945 (32.9%) 1,041 (33.4%) +0.5 
Leeds Morley South 2,083 (32.9%) 1,928 (29.0%) -3.9 
Burnley Gannow 559 (31.7%) 484 (28.5%) - 3.2 
Stoke-on-Trent Abbey Green 44 (24.9%) 770 (27.3%) +2.4 
Sandwell Princes End as (43.5%) 878 (34.9%) - 8.6 
Burnley Hapton with Park 622 (34.4%) 620 (35.8%) +14 
Sandwell Tividale 1,191 (37.0%) 938 (29.8%) siflie 
Solihull Chelmsley Wood 707 (33.0%) 721 (30.7%) =2;3 
Stoke-on-Trent Bentilee and Townsend 735 (33.3%) 676 (30.0%) - 3.3 
Redditch Winyates 890 (31.4%) 600 (21.6%) -9.8 
Stoke-on-Trent Fenton 995 (36.1%) 822 (29.1%) -7.0 
Dudley Coseley East 1,238 (34.0%) 1,090 (28.7%) -5.3 
Thurrock West Thurrock 592 (36.6%) 478 (29.6%) -7.0 
Stoke-on-Trent Longton North 1,350 (39.2%) 1,418 (39.5%) + 0.3 
Burnley Trinity 410 (32.5%) 369 (28.6%) -3.9 
Burnley Gawthorpe 480 (33.1%) 405 (25.2%) -7.9 
Bradford Eccleshill 1,142 (28.6%) 1,032 (23.4%) -5.2 
Sandwell Tipton Green 1,195 (33.6%) 1,024 (28.9%) -4.7 
Kirklees Cleckheaton 1,621 (30.9%) 1,474 (27.1%) -3.8 
Kirklees Liversedge & Gomersal 1,643 (32.4%) 1,436 (27.6%) -48 
Burnley Rosegrove with Lowerhouse 555 (30.3%) 489 (30.7%) 

Bradford Wyke 1,142 (28.7%) 1,103 (27.9%) 

Bradford Clayton/Fairweather Gn 1,106 (25.9%) 960 (21.5%) 

Bradford Royds 1,250 (33.0%) 1,291 (32.5%) 
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Croydon BNP. organiser ¢ Boh Gertner expresses his 
disappointment at the count in Thurrock 





Table 5:Averaaevote __ 
by local authority 
(BNP candidates in brackets) 


Stoke-on-Trent 27.4% (10) 
Burnley 25.1% (10) 
Rotherham 24.9% (6) 

Sandwell 24.6% (15) 











Table 6: BNP arowth in 
South Yorkshire 

(BNP candidates in brackets) 
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NW Leicestershire 
Charnwood 
Blackburn 
Broxbourne 
Blaby 

Ashfield 
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Leicester 
Epping Forest 
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Pendle 
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Vale Royal 
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strong anti-BNP campaigns in Burnley, 
West Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and East 
Hertfordshire. 

It is interesting to note that the BNP 
received some of its highest votes 
in the East Midlands which also 
corresponded with the least anti-BNP 
activity. Several local political party 
organisations declined any assistance 
from Searchlight believing the best 
strategy was to ignore the BNP. 


Down but not defeated 

While the BNP’s failure to win seats 
has certainly demoralised BNP activists 
there is absolutely no room for 
complacency. The media might now 
have decided that the BNP is on the 
wane but the statistics speak for 
themselves. The BNP averaged 14.6% 
of the vote in the 742. borough 
and district council wards it contested. 
In the Eastern region BNP candidates 
averaged 18.9%, closely followed by the 
East Midlands with 18.6%. 





The local authority breakdown offers 
a more startling look at the breadth 
of BNP support across the country. 
There are 40 local authorities where the 
BNP stood five or more candidates and 
averaged more than 10% of the vote. 
Just missing out was York, where the 
nine BNP candidates averaged 9.7%. 
Table 5 lists these local authorities. 

The BNP fielded complete slates in 
five councils this year. In Birmingham 
the BNP polled 8.1% across the 40 
wards, while in Leeds its candidates 
averaged 11.3% across 33 wards and 
in Sunderland and Lincoln they 
polled 11.1% and 12.6% respectively. 
In Thurrock, the BNP polled 24.5% 
across the borough, the fourth biggest 
BNP local authority vote nationally. 
The result is even more startling given 
that the BNP did not campaign in two- 
thirds of the wards. 


Areas of growth 

Searchlight had long predicted a strong 
BNP vote in the East Midlands. In the 
2004 European election the anti-EU 
UKIP polled 26% of the vote in the 
region, while the BNP came in with 
6.4%, which was amazingly strong 
considering that there were no other 
elections on in the region that year. 
With the virtual implosion of the UKIP 
its votes are now up for grabs and while 
some will return to the Conservative 
Party it is clear that many have switched 
to the BNP. It must also be remembered 
that this region contains some of the 
more effective BNP branches and 
organisers. The BNP in the region has 
developed a branch and sub-branch 
structure that has built a capacity not 
mirrored in many of the party’s more 
established areas and has initiated 
several of the more advanced 
campaigning techniques that the party 
is currently using. 

The result was that in eight local 
authorities in the region the BNP put 
up four or more candidates and 
averaged more than 12.5% of the vote. 
In Charnwood the 14 BNP candidates 
averaged 21.4%. 

South Yorkshire has also seen a rise in 
BNP support. Rotherham now has the 
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Table 7: BNP councillors | 


WINNERS Local Authority Pre-May 2007 GainsRe-election Losses New total LOSERS 
' Barking & Dagenham 12 NE NE 12 

Bradford 
Broxbourne 
Broxtowe 
Burnley 
Calderdale 
Charnwood 
Epping Forest 
Havering 

Kirklees 

Leeds 

NW Leicestershire 
Pendle 
Redbridge 
Redditch 
Sandwell 

Solihull 

South Holland 
Staffordshire Moorlands 
Stoke-on-Trent 


Total 


: NE = No Election 
John Burgess * One BNP councillor (Mark Leat) has left the party since the local elections. Robert West 
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third largest average BNP vote in the worked the BNP was defeated. 
country and room to advance. While og ea ar Cc Particular successes came in 
the anti-fascist campaign has largely | a Sandwell, Dudley, Burnley, 
been focused oi Wesk Wirahies in recent it —— ~~. Bradford, Kirklees, Bide, 
years it is clear that more work needs to opine Calderdale, Epping Forest, 
be done in Rotherham and its TERROR Bishop Stortford and Thurrock 
neighbouring authorities. — all areas where the BNP 
expected to win council seats. 
Anti-BNP campaigning 
Searchlight ran its most 
intense anti-BNP operation 
to date and we believe we 
played a significant role in 
limiting the BNP’s advance. 
Searchlight’s Hope Not Hate 
campaign was supported by the 
Daily Mirror and virtually every 
national trade union. We worked closely 
with local political parties in the key 
target wards, helping to 
design leaflets and / giving 
advice on campaign tactics. 
We = delivered 500,000 
Searchlight tabloid newspapers 
and over 650,000 Hope not 
Hate leaflets. We conducted 
telephone canvassing to identify 
anti-BNP voters and knocked 


Conclusion 
We scored an organisational 
victory over the BNP in these 
elections, as the results in the key 
wards illustrate clearly, and 
Searchlight would like to 
congratulate everyone involved 
in that effort. However, these 
results should nevertheless 
stand as a warning to all. 
Unless we quickly find a way 
to address the underlying causes 
that give rise to BNP support the 
fascist party is on course for success in 
the London Assembly and European 
elections over the next few years. 
The BNP likes to boast that it 
is Britain's fourth political party. 
It is not there yet. However, unless 
up thousands of voters on we find ways to reverse the current 
election day. oS | trend it may not be long before 
We believe that where we — ——— eee | , it is. ~= 
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By Nick Lowles 


he 2007 local 
elections 
were a victory 
for all anti- 
fascists. The BNP 
vote was worryingly 
high across the 
whole country but the 
party’s failure to increase its 
number of councillors is an 
amazing achievement. 

The results were the culmination of 
months of hard work by local political 
parties, trade unions and anti-fascists. 
Overall we ran a more sophisticated 
and targeted campaign than the BNP. 
In some places the BNP vote stayed 
firm but the anti-BNP vote came out in 
even larger numbers. We have begun 
to develop an electoral strategy for 
which, at present, the BNP has no 
answer. It is an electoral strategy 
developed by Searchlight and now 
adopted by all three political parties 
and nearly every trade union. While the 
BNP overstretched itself, we focused 
our time and energy on the key wards. 

Every wing of the operation worked 
together. The Hope not Hate 
campaign, supported by the Daily 
Mirror helped raised the profile of our 
work. It galvanised people and so 
increased our capacity. The trade 
unions rose to the challenge, with a 
much closer working relationship with 
Searchlight appearing to pay 
dividends, especially in the West 
Midlands, Yorkshire and the North 
West. With these extra resources and 
high quality material we were able to 
carry out far more work than in 
previous years. 

Alongside our national campaign 
were the thousands of people 
engaged in the hard graft on the 
doorstep. To the credit of the political 
parties, most in the target wards 
upped their own efforts. Good 
candidates were selected, started their 
campaigns earlier and re-engaged 
with the voters. This was the winning 
formula that really won the day. 


Having 
congratulated 
ourselves and others 
we must already turn our attention to 
the future. There can be no room for 
complacency and we certainly cannot 
say that the BNP threat has greatly 
diminished. We have shown that we 
can win at elections but there is still a 
great deal of work to do to address the 
real underlying causes that make 
people vote for the BNP in the first 
place. Some of these problems we can 
solve more easily than others. 
Disillusionment in politics, especially 
at a local level, can be overcome by 
councillors and local authorities 
carrying out the duties expected of 
them and doing it well. Councillors 
need to be seen in their wards rather 
than simply turning up to meetings in 
the council chamber. Councils need to 
devolve power and initiate more 
consultation with local communities. 

As Tony Blair hands over the reins to 
Gordon Brown, the government must 
also strengthen its determination to 
address many policy issues. 

The strong BNP vote in the East 
Midlands highlighted the widespread 
concern, though often misguided, 
around migrant workers. There is a 
genuine fear that employers are 
exploiting poorly paid migrants at 
the expense of British workers. 
The implementation in the UK of the EU 
temporary agency workers directive, 
which would extend employment 
protection to temporary workers, 
would prevent further exploitation of 
vulnerable workers while limiting the 
















ability of employers to 
dispense with its domestic 
workforce. 
Housing remains another 
key recruiting sergeant for the 
BNP. As long as the appalling 
. shorting of low cost 
housing continues the 
issue is liable to be 
racialised, as we have 
witnessed so graphically in 
Barking and Dagenham. 
Finally, a new approach to 
international relations and an end to 
the depressingly negative language of 
the “war on terror” might go some way 
to reducing the growing division and 
suspicion between communities in 
Britain. Only when these general 
tensions are eased can we ever hope 
to isolate the extremists in our midst. 

For anti-fascists, it is a case of more 
of the same. We have begun to 
develop a strategy that has beaten the 
BNP not only in the 2007 local 
elections but in every council by- 
election since September 2004. 
However, we also need to expand our 
capacity and create more _ local 
organisations to share the burden of 
work. This election campaign, with the 
large increase in BNP candidates, has 
seen a number of new groups form 
across the country. It is our job over 
the next few months to nurture these 
groups and spread good practice. 

Next year the BNP will win a seat 
on the London Assembly if it gains 
more than five per cent of the vote. 
The challenge for all anti-fascists here, 
as elsewhere in the country, is to build 
the capacity to mobilise voters around 
defence of a multicultural society 
while simultaneously addressing 
and answering their sometimes very 
real concerns. 

With the European elections the 
following year, there are major 
challenges ahead. In the meantime, let 
us allow ourselves a few days to 
celebrate what has been a fantastic 
election campaign. ~<q 








(2007\ocalelections = 


The key 
battlegrounds 






EASTERN 
Last month Searchlight 


Bo _/ West Thurrock and South Stifford (Thurrock) 
identified 23 wards to watch. / ~» Despite some early publicity surrounding the 
Ler candidate Ken Daly, a local man whose son was 
Some were seats that the BNP killed in 2005, his campaign hardly got off the 
was defending, while others 
had local factors of interest. 


|). ground. Given that the BNP was within only 
Now Searchlight looks at the ¢ 


16 votes of taking this seat last year, that the 
iy party failed again must have been a major 
results in these wards. ro 


4 disappointment. It will be interesting to see 
how much support the BNP gives the family now. 
MM BNP result: Ken Daly 478 (29.6%) 


Rosedale (Broxbourne) 
The BNP won this seat with 48% of the vote in 2003. 
This year a resurgent Conservative Party ran a hard anti- 


BNP campaign and swept the BNP councillor from office, 
reducing his vote to just 28%. 


&) BNP result: Ramon Johns 343 (28.1%) 





SOUTH EAST 


Pevensey (Arun District) 
Despite incredible publicity in Waltham Abbey Paternoster (Epping Forest) 
the local newspaper the BNP The BNP failed to add to its six councillors in Epping 
failed to make a breakthrough in Forest when it was beaten into second place behind the 
this South Coast ward. Its Tories. After initial worries about the BNP in the ward, 
for-Vaelfer-lecuiilalciarcveniiaaarcl are! the rival parties increased their activity. However, a local 
seventh respectively, though they Labour Party activist now faces disciplinary action for 

lofe}d al ele) |(=relr-] Ye) oma alcli a ef] aq daring to take on the BNP in the party’s leaflets! 

national average. ® BNP result: Gail Harvey 377 (33.5%) 
BNP result: Mike Witchell 311 
(22.2%) Pat Witchell 287 (20.5%) SOUTH WEST 
Clewer North (Windsor & 


! Pickwick (North Wiltshire) F 4 
Maidenhead) — : The internet warriors of South West BNP had iy / 
The dispute at the Asian-owned diary been talking up the party's chancesinCorsham 

__ last year seemed to have little lasting but success proved as elusive as ever. Even 

impact as the BNP polled poorly in a ward gimmicks such as vigilante street patrols failed to 
where it did a considerable amount of work. impress local voters. The BNP also contested this ward 

BNP result: Matthew Tait 366 (13.5%) for Corsham Town Council but came bottom of the poll 
Paul Hanson 402 (16.1%) @ BNP result: Mike Howson 181 (12.0%) 




















EAST MIDLANDS 


Brinsley (Broxtowe) 

In one of the BNP's few 
successes, Sadie Graham 
romped home with 44% of the 
vote. She ran a professional 
campaign, combining 
leafleting with canvassing and 
direct mail, while the local 
Labour Party has consistently refused 
to make an issue of the BNP. 

® BNP result: Sadie Graham 439 (44.0%) 


Lough North Holme (East Linsdey) 
In a straight contest with the Liberal 
Democrats, the BNP candidate was 
well and truly beaten, collecting just 
24%. This will be a disappointment 
given that the UKIP and BNP polled 
34.5% of the vote across the borough 
in 2004. The Lib Dems were initially 
shaken by the BNP presence but 
quickly got into gear and ran a much 
bigger campaign than usual. 

@ BNP result: Roger Carghill 150 (24.3%) 





WEST MIDLANDS 


Shard End (Birmingham) 


This was BNP’s best result in 
Birmingham, but even so the 
Labour candidate 
substantially increased his 
majority. The New 
Nationalist Party and the 
National Front received 
derogatory votes depriving the BNP 
of just 2% of the vote. 
® BNP result: Richard Lumby 
1,263 (23.5%) 


Coseley East (Dudley) 

The BNP was thumped. Having finished 
only 20 votes behind Labour in 2006 
the party was confident of taking the 
seat. However, it finished over 600 
votes behind, which was hardly 
surprising given that the BNP did little 
or no campaigning in this or other 
Dudley wards. The UKIP, which had led 
the campaign against a planned local 
mosque, also took votes from the BNP. 
@ BNP result: Kenneth Griffiths 

1,090 (28.7%) 


Princes End (Sandwell) 

In a tight contest the BNP failed in its 
bid for a third councillor. 

Labour dramatically increased its 
activity compared to previous years 
and that, coupled with the scandal 
surrounding BNP councillor James 
Lloyd, proved just enough to win by 
20 votes. Once again there was very 
little campaigning by the BNP and this 
arguably cost its candidate the seat. 
® BNP result: Karen Parkes 878 (34.9%) 








Longton North (Stoke-on-Trent) 
The loss of this seat was a shock result 
for the BNP, though not necessarily 
._ for the Labour candidate who had 
oe ¥ worked the ward hard over the 


» past year. Steve Batkin had taken 
victory for granted and spent 
most of his time helping other 

BNP candidates across the city. 

® BNP result: Steve Batkin 1,418 (39.5%) 





NORTH WEST P) , 


Meadowhead 

(Blackburn) A 
The BNP did surprisingly «gm \ 
badly here given that two 4 
seats were up for election 

and 43% of local voters 
had backed the England 
First Party in 2006. 

The BNP received just 
24.6% of the vote. While the local unit 
blames the national party for late 
delivery of leaflets the simple truth is 
that the candidate and his branch 
simply did not do enough work. 

The Conservatives took both seats. 

WW BNP result: Nick Holt 457 (24.6%) 


Horsfield (Pendle) 

The BNP finished a poor third against 
a combination of a poor campaign 
and the backdrop of the Robert 
Cottage explosives charges. 

The Liberal Democrats fought a 
strong anti-BNP campaign across the 
borough and solidified their grip on 
the council. 

M@ BNP result: Geoffrey Whitehead 

295 (19.8%) 


Cliviger with Worsthorne (Burnley) 
Local BNP organiser David Shapcott 
was well beaten by former BNP 
organiser Steve Smith who is now the 
leader of the England First Party. 
However, both were a long way behind 
the Conservative candidate, reflecting 
a Tory resurgence not only in Burnley 
but in other areas where the BNP has 
scored well in recent years. The bad 
blood between the BNP and EFP looks 
set to continue after the BNP broke an 
agreement not to stand in this ward. 
® BNP result: David Shapcott 

260 (11.8%) 


Chadderton South (Oldham) 

The BNP failed to make any serious 
impact in the ward held by Oldham 
council leader David Jones and in 
fact finished third behind the Tories. 
The drop in the BNP vote reflected a 
serious decline in BNP fortunes in 
Oldham. 

® BNP result: Martin Brierley 483 (19.8%) 








YORKSHIRE & THE HUMBER 
Eccleshill (Bradford) 
Despite a surprisingly 


intensive campaign, the 

BNP saw the gap between 

it and the Liberal Democrats 
widen from 60 in 2006 to over 
900 now. This was the biggest 
decline in the BNP vote in the 
whole city. 

@® BNP result: Jenny Sampson 
1,032 (23.4%) 


Heckmondwike (Kirklees) 

This was another disaster for the BNP in 
what was one of the BNP’s strongest 
wards in the country where the party 
already held two of the three seats. 





) Acombination of a strong Labour 
~ Campaign, which included anti-BNP 


leaflets, a popular incumbent Labour 
councillor and a poor BNP effort saw the 
Labour Party hold this seat comfortably. 
WW BNP result; Stephen Cass 1,741 
(32.6%) 


Illingworth & Mixenden 
(Calderdale) 

Benefit cheat Richard Mulhall got his 
comeuppance when he was roundly 
beaten by the Labour Party. During 
the campaign Mulhall issued a leaflet 
claiming that his fraud conviction was 
simply a misunderstanding and that 
he was appealing against it. Days later 
the local newspaper reported this as a 
lie, as Mulhall had failed to submit his 
appeal paperwork. 

@® BNP result: Richard Mulhall 974 {30.3%) 


Keppel (Rotherham) 

While Rotherham proved one of the 
few growth areas for the BNP, its vote 
dipped in Keppel due to a sustained 
anti-BNP campaign by anti-fascists and 
the Labour Party. However, the BNP 
came only 238 votes behind Labour 
and this remains a major risk ward. 

® BNP result: Marlene Guest 952 (28.5%) 


Darton West (Barnsley) 

Across Barnsley the BNP averaged 
15.9% in the 18 wards it contested. 
However it stagnated in Darton West, 
finishing 337 votes behind Labour. 
It had looked a much closer contest 
after a strong early campaign by the 
BNP but a major push by the Labour 
Party, trade unions and Hope not 
Hate Yorkshire helped turn out the 
anti-BNP vote. 

®@ BNP result: lan Sutton 894 (24.4%) 













2007 local elections 





Morley Town Council 

Despite putting forward 12 
candidates for Morley Town Council, 
the BNP got only one elected. 

This was a major disappointment for 
the BNP as it really believed it had a 
chance to win a major presence on 
the town council and further Leeds 
city councillors. The Morley 
independents swept the board. 


NORTH EAST 





Leadgate (Derwentside) 
The BNP celebrity candidate, 
a former fuel protest leader 
4 Andrew Spence, made little 
impact in the former 
mining community that 
includes Consett, home to 
some of Britain’s most 
notorious skinheads such as Kev 
Turner. Spence was saved from total 
humiliation by the Conservative 
candidate who finished 60 votes 
behind him. 
M® BNP result: Andrew Spence 190 
(9.3%) 


Redhill (Sunderland) 

This remains the BNP’s strongest ward 
in Sunderland but it failed to make 
any serious inroads into the Labour 
vote. The BNP would have been close 
to 30% had it not been for the British 
First Party (November 9th Society) 
taking 3.5% of the vote. Across 
Sunderland the BNP vote fell. 

® BNP result: lan Leadbitter 
585 (26.1%) 











NORTH EAST: Success still 
eludes North East BNP 


By Mike Hartman 


THE NORTH EAST branches of the BNP have once again failed to get a 
single councillor elected in the region despite fielding a record 95 candidates. 

The BNP hoped that Ken Booth would breathe new life into the BNP’s 
worst-performing region in England when he took over from Kevin Scott as 
regional organiser last year. Booth, an unemployed father of ten, has proved 
adept at organising meetings, producing literature and increasing candidate 
numbers, although his hopes of standing in every seat on Tyneside by 2008 are 
unlikely to be fulfilled. But his efforts, and those of his supporters, are wasted if 
they do not produce successful results. 

In the long-term BNP target areas of Sunderland (25 BNP candidates), 
Newcastle (13) and Gateshead (13), the BNP vote and percentage fell in almost 
every ward. The decline of Sunderland BNP, in particular, continued unabated, 
with the citywide vote slumping to just over 7,500. When the BNP first fielded 
a full slate in 2003, it received 14,000 votes. John Martin, a former BNP 
organiser now standing for British First Party/November 9th Society, enraged 
the local BNP by polling just three votes fewer than the BNP candidate in one 
ward. His fellow BFP member Julie Potter helped to cut BNP organiser Ian 
Leadbitter’s vote by over 100 in Redhill, once the BNP’s best ward in the region. 

In Newcastle, the BNP’s vote fell significantly in its target wards of Benwell & 
Scotswood and Elswick, where Booth himself stood. Of the previously targeted 
areas, only South Tyneside saw a slight increase in the BNP’s fortunes, partly 
owing to an unexpectedly high vote (24.5%) in the previously uncontested 
Primrose ward. 

The BNP had also hoped to establish itself in a host of new boroughs and 
districts this year, but in most cases the results in Hartlepool, Redcar & 
Cleveland, Stockton-on-Tees, Darlington, Wear Valley and Derwentside show 
BNP candidates trailing a very long way behind the winning candidates. 
The exception was in Sedgefield, which produced the BNP’s five best results to 
date in the region — notably in the village of Chilton, where local BNP Secretary 
Carl Whelpdale scored just under 40% of the vote in a ward with three seats up 
for election and only four candidates (the other three from the Labour party). 
For the first time in the North East, the party came within 50% of the winning 
vote in these five wards. 

Anti-BNP activists have been shocked by the levels of support in this area where 
the BNP was not active until recent months, and by the willingness of BNP 
supporters in areas such as Chilton and Spennymoor to 
display their support openly with posters in their 
windows. However, there is reason to be optimistic in 
that, even with a more or less free rein (little anti-BNP 
campaigning in the borough; other parties not fully 
aware of the threat posed by the BNP), the BNP fell 
short of victory. We hope that longer-term work in 

the area by the North East Unites Against the BNP 

coalition, combined with the North East BNP’s flair 
for failure, will contain the threat in future. 
Anti-BNP coalition work continues to grow and 
attract new supporters; we are confident that it 
contributed to the BNP decline in many areas. 
For the Newcastle Unites coalition, the 2007 campaign 
is not quite over — the election in Wingrove was delayed 
due to the death of the Green Party candidate in April. 
The ward now goes to the polls in mid-June. If the 
BNP is not too busy nursing its wounds, it will relish 
the contest against the Labour candidate Nigel 
Todd, a prominent anti-fascist. <q 




















Ken Booth, regional organiser: his hard work was in vain 





‘Gutted’ 


BNP reactions to the party's defeat 


David Williams 


NEVER BEFORE HAS the BNP 
entered an election with such high 
hopes, and never before have those 
hopes been so cruelly dashed by the 
common sense, fair play and decency of 
the British electorate. 

Logging onto the far-right web 
forum Stormfront on election night, the 
sense of expectation was palpable. Many 
clearly believed their own hype about 
their unstoppable march to power with 
some predicting 110 BNP gains. But it 
was not to be. Here’s a snapshot of how 
their ill-informed hopes were dashed, 
courtesy of Stormfront. 

23.47: BNP declares it has won five 
seats in Epping [it hadn't]. 

0.20: BNP loses seat in Broxbourne, 
none of the other results are any more 
encouraging. 

0.27: “It’s not looking good, I feel like 
the labour [sic] party did in 1992.” 
0.34: “Bed for me, I’m knackered. 
Hopefully there’ll be some good news 
in the morning.” 

0.46: “Christ, this is depressing stuff.” 
1.15: “BNP win 3 in basildon [sic] and 
3 in thurrock [sic]” [again, it hadn't]. 
3.15: Two gains in North West 
Leicestershire. 

3.54: “Hugely disappointing. No gains 
in Sandwell, Thurrock, Blackburn; Ray 
Johns has lost his seat in Broxbourne.” 


thurrock [sic] — the vote was actually 
down in target wards i might as well move 
in to the monkey section at Colchester 
Zoo! What a nice advert for the wogs, the 
vote basically said ‘come to Thurrock, we 
love scum’ VERY disappointing [sic]. 
Hopefully, the Basildon count tomorrow 
will be better.” [It isn't. ] 

At this point despondent and 
dejected fascists began sloping off to 
bed hoping that the next day truly 
would herald the “new dawn” we had 





Cllr Richard Barnbrook here courting publicity 


been hearing so much about. 

There was reason to be optimistic. 
Many key local authorities including 
those in Yorkshire and The Humber, 
long considered the jewel in the crown 
by the BNP, were not declaring until the 
following day. 

The day started well with the “good 
news” that Sadie Graham had been 
elected in Broxtowe but it was scant 
consolation really. When it became clear 
that there had been no gains in Leeds 
and Kirklees, the BNP was “gutted”, 
not to mention slightly embarrassed. 
After all Kirklees BNP councillor David 
Exley and Nick Cass, the Yorkshire 
regional organiser, had been telling all 
and sundry that they were going to take 
seats, as had Richard Barnbrook, the 
BNP’s Barking and Dagenham council 
group leader, who travelled to the 
Thurrock count in the hope of basking 
in glory. Realising that the game was up 
he shunned reporters eager to ask him 
where it had all gone wrong, leaving 
Chris Roberts, one of the Thurrock 
candidates, to pick up the pieces. 

News of three BNP victories in 
Stoke-on-Irent was tempered by the 
failure of Steve Batkin to secure re- 
election in Longton North and 
positively soured several days later when 
his fellow BNP councillor in the ward, 


Mark Leat, was “expelled” from the 
BNP, becoming a “non-aligned” 
independent. 

At least one fascist retained his sense 
of humour though. “Looks like the 
BNP sure did that big push,” he wrote. 
“Pushed one out.” Needless to say, no 
one else was laughing. 

BNP members blamed everyone but 
themselves for their defeat. 
“Nationalists” in rival parties bore the 
brunt of the frustration. The BNP, most 
asserted, was the “victim” of an enormous 
voting rigging conspiracy designed to 
keep them out, not that any of them 
offered any proof for these assertions. 
Indeed many were soon contributing to a 
most uncomplimentary thread entitled 
“The average Britain is a MORON’, 
though its author clearly lacked the 
ability to differentiate between “Briton” 
and “Britain”, which rather undermined 
the point he was trying to make. 

Unperturbed by this faux pas BNP 
members fell over themselves to brand 
the electorate “race traitors”, “pure 
scum” and “retarded lemmings”, and 
even “c™ts” who “as long as they have 
beer in the fridge and they can watch 
negroball on the Televitz life is so 
good”. And remember, these aren't 
comments about Muslims but about the 
white race they claim to be defending. 
Sore losers? You bet! 

Roundly rejected by the electorate it 
took less than 24 hours before dejected 
BNP members began contributing to a 
thread entitled “Bomb or Ballot”. So 
much for the BNP’s much vaunted 
commitment to democracy. “We're a 
legally registered political party” you 
always hear its supporters bleating. 
Well so is the Monster Raving Loony 
Party but funnily enough you don’t hear 
them advocating armed struggle every 
time they're beaten at the ballot box. ~<a 











BNP loses ground in West 
Yorkshire... but votes pile up 


This has been a busy 
year in Yorkshire. We 
had to build on narrow 
but significant victories 
in Bradford and Halifax 
over the past year as 
well as launch a 
campaign in Kirklees. 

In West Yorkshire, parts 
of south Leeds remained 
vulnerable but the 
threat from the BNP was 
also growing in South 
Yorkshire and on the 
east coast. To counter 
this threat Hope Not 
Hate Yorkshire was set 
up with the backing of 
the regional TUC and its 
affiliated unions. 

Many activities took 
place in the county 
during the election 
period - too many 
to cover here. 

However some key 
lessons have emerged. 
The whole campaign 
was brought together 
by Searchlight’s 
Anti-Fascist Fortnight 
and as well as delivering 
around 150,000 
Searchlight election 
newspapers across the 
county we hosted the 
HOPE not Hate bus in 
Sheffield, Keighley, 
Bradford and Kirklees. 


By Paul Meszaros and 
Lorraine Fitzsimons 


Keighley activists and Yorkshire GMB 
members greet the Hope not Hate bus 





Bradford 
The campaign in Bradford was the 
busiest to date. Forty thousand 
Searchlight newspapers were delivered as 
well as thousands of other targeted 
HOPE not Hate leaflets. The Labour- 
held parts of Bradford South saw the 
BNP driven back with the racists 
suffering a severe drop in their vote. 
Most notable here was Tong ward 
where the BNP lost by 800 votes. 
As predicted Labour won Wyke back 
from the BNP after a strong campaign, 
and the BNP group leader lost his 
challenge in Royds, where anti-fascists 
were very active as well. 

The former BNP stronghold of 
Keighley West produced an excellent 
result with the BNP vote halved. 
The BNP showing across Keighley was 
poor and the party seems to have been 
driven back there. This is testimony to all 
those who have worked so hard to deliver 
the message of hope there. Overall the 
BNP vote declined from 26% to 19%. 

Bradford also hosted the official 
launch party for HOPE not Hate 
Yorkshire. Over 450 guests heard about 
the ongoing work and how they could 
get involved, and this event particularly 
generated interest in the campaign 
among Bradford’s Asian communities. 
The one blot on the results was 
Queensbury where despite a reduced 
vote the BNP again beat the Tories. 


Halifax 
Excellent results across Calderdale were 
achieved by a lot of hard and targeted 
work. Possibly the most significant was 
in Illingworth and Mixenden where the 
BNP was soundly beaten again following 
its defeat in a by-election in February. 
The BNP vote was driven back in its key 
areas and the fascists failed to make any 
headway in places such as Brighouse 
where campaigners again used targeted 
HOPE not Hate literature to hold them 
back. Much of the credit must go to the 
local Labour Party which rose to the 
challenge of the BNP in a manner not 
seen for many years. 

We can perhaps begin to look 
forward to Halifax becoming, like 
Keighley, nazi-free. 


Leeds 
The BNP failed to win any more seats 
in Leeds but its share of the vote gives 
rise to some concern, particularly in 
Leeds South. The BNP ran a strong 
campaign in Ardsley and Robin Hood, 
polling over 27%, and took 34% in 
neighbouring Middleton Park and 29% 
in Morley South. However, _ its 
anticipated breakthrough onto Morley 
Town Council failed to materialise 
when only one of its 12 candidates was 
elected. 

While these votes are worrying the 
fact that the BNP did not win any city 











councillors is testament to the hard 
work put in over the past year. 

HOPE not Hate activists delivered 
25,000 newspapers across south Leeds 
and are ready for next year’s challenges. 


Kirklees 

The BNP’s failure to win any seats in 
Kirklees was the product of a year of 
hard work, good candidates and the 
main political parties running anti- 
BNP campaigns. 

Perhaps the most stunning result was 
in Heckmondwike where Labour won 
back by a massive 800 votes what was 
previously seen as a safe BNP seat. 
The coalition of Labour, trade unions 


and HOPE not Hate activists who 
worked together to achieve this result 
really does show the way forward. 


South Yorkshire 

South Yorkshire had mixed results with 
a worrying growth of the BNP vote in 
Sheffield and Rotherham. Potentially 
even more frightening is Barnsley, where 
the BNP actually stood more candidates 
than in Bradford! Across Barnsley the 
BNP share of the vote increased and 
much work needs to be done there. 

It must also be emphasised that the 
BNP did very little to achieve this vote. 
In Sheffield, where the BNP stood 
seven candidates with an average vote of 
almost 15%, only ward was actually 
leafleted. “They got 600 votes just by 
having their name of the ballot paper,” 
Chris Weldon, the victorious Labour 
candidate in Firth Park, told 
Searchlight. “They had never stood here 
before and did absolutely nothing 
during the campaign.” 

This inactivity was mirrored across 
South Yorkshire and these elections 
should serve as a warning that there is 
greater potential for the BNP if serious 


work is not carried quickly. Hope Not 
Hate Yorkshire plans to make the south 
of the region a key priority for the 


coming year. 


Other areas 

Elsewhere in Yorkshire the BNP stood 
candidates from Harrogate, where they 
polled badly, to Bridlington where the 
BNP got over 1,100 votes in one ward. 
HOPE Not Hate Yorkshire will be 
keeping an eye on the east coast to make 
sure we face this threat down. 

Overall we have seen satisfying results 
based on hard but targeted work. It is 
clear that when the political parties take 
the threat of the BNP seriously and are 
prepared to take it on, the BNP is 
vulnerable and can be defeated. However 
with the European elections now less 
than two years away there can be no 
complacency. The BNP share of the vote 
is still too high and we must seek to 
lower it again next year, as has been done 
in Bradford and Keighley. ~a 


BM Paul Meszaros and Lorraine 
Fitzsimons work for Hope Not Hate 
Yorkshire 


Community activists show BNP the door in Epping Forest 


By Gerry Gable 


EPPING FOREST District Council has one of the largest 
BNP groups, with six councillors who make a lot of noise 
but are not very active. Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together has fought the BNP at every opportunity in 
recent years and held the line in two by-elections in 
Redbridge and Chigwell last year and this. 

BNP candidates stood in five wards in the district but 


stayed away from Grange Hill after anti-fascists 


distributed leaflets and held a successful rally on 









BNP had ‘attracted 

strong support in a 

by-election late in 

2006. The two wards in 
Epping itself also saw 
candidates from the 
Epping Community 
Action Group, led by lan 
Anderson, a_ former 
leader of the nazi 
National Front. i 
The BNP campaigned | 
actively in the two | 
Waltham Abbey wards | * 
and came in a good 
second in Paternoster. At — 
one stage the BNP , 
appeared to be gaining the | — 


|. The lif 
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d times of a failed fascist | 


upper hand in this traditionally safe Tory seat but a 
united front of activity by the Tories, Labour and the 
Together group held the fascist party back. Labour put 
out leaflets with Labour policy on one side and a direct 
attack on the BNP on the back. 

Anderson's possibly well founded hope of winning 
seats crashed after Andrew Gilligan published a two- 


page attack on him in the 
London Evening Standard 
showing him wearing a White 
Power T-shirt several years ago 
and in the company of BNP and 
Ku Klux Klan activists much later. 
_ An open letter to voters a 

few days later spelled out 
Anderson's unsavoury political 
history. 

The distribution of 10,000 
_ Hope Not Hate leaflets and 5,000 

Searchlight newspapers during 





the campaign not only played 
a major role in defeating the 
_ far right but also produced 
- an impressive increase in the 


Together group's membership. 


It was a textbook demonstration 


of how organised and targeted 


local action can see off fascists. «dl 





2007 local elections 


Model 
campaign 
defeats the 
BNP in 
Sandwell 


By Nick Lowles 


ONE THE MOST pleasing election 
results was in Sandwell where the BNP 
was roundly defeated. It was a complete 
reversal of last year’s results but it was 
also the culmination of 12 months of 
hard work by the local Labour Party. 

The experience of Sandwell should 
become a model for other local parties 
fighting a strong BNP. 

Last year the BNP averaged 33% in 
the nine wards it contested, making 
Sandwell the party’s strongest local 
authority base outside Barking and 
Dagenham. The BNP won in three 
wards, two with votes of over 40%. 

In the wake of the 2006 election Bill 
Thomas, the Labour Council Leader, 
convened a meeting of his party’s 
councillors to discuss 


the BNP threat. 









above: two of the 
Sandwell Labour 
Party leaflets 

left: Tom Watson MP 


Rather than shrink away 
from the problem, they 
agreed to take on the BNP. 


The councillors donated 2 § VEDA KHATU 


Working for local Pegp 


share of their allowances to 
fund a local party worker 
and everyone had to 
participate in a monthly 
party activity in one of the 
threatened wards. 

Thomas received the 
backing of Tom Watson, 
MP for West Bromwich 
East. Although the BNP 


had focused its attention 'BTHEG E GREAT 
4 BRIDGE NEWS /~ 


ELECTION SPECIAL 


on the neighbouring con- 
stituency he knew it was 
only a matter of time 
before his was targeted. 
Councillors were whipped 
into action, residents were 
canvassed and the party 
began to re-engage with 
local communities. 

The result has been a far 
greater Labour Party pres- 
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. understated local 
councillor, she has been 
to play a more 
prominent role in the local 
| community with the 
support of her fellow 
— councillors and local MP. 
Sandwell Labour Party 
worked closely with 
Searchlight. We attended 
many of the monthly cam- 
paign meetings, discussed 
_ campaign strategies and 
| provided help with leaflets 
and canvassing. “It is a 
model 


& 


campaign,” says 


= without the experience 

motivation from 

Searchlight.” 
In late 


220 local activists helped 


March over 


Searchlight | newspapers 
across 11 council wards. It 





ence. “There has been more 
campaigning this year,” says 
Gurinder Singh Josan, a Sandwell coun- 
cillor and long time friend of Searchlight. 
“In fact, we began to work in wards that 
had seen little activity for years.” 

Thomas convened a monthly campaign 
meeting to discuss the BNP and the wider 
elections, where problems could be raised, 
strategies developed and candidates made 
to account for their time. 

The high quality of some of the 
Labour candidates helped, particularly 
in the wards that were most at risk, 
including Syeda Khatun in Titpton 
Green, Pete Allen in Great Bridge and 
David Hinton in Tividale. 

More significantly this renewed focus 
on campaigning and _ re-engaging 
helped to develop councillors and 
increase their confidence. This was 
particularly the case with Joyce Edis in 
Friar Park. A hardworking but much 


“on 


Sandwell Labour Party takes on the BNP: 2006 v 2007 elections _ 


(% in brackets) 


Ward 2006 results 
BNP Labour BNP 


1,096 (38.4) 


Great Bridge 1,278 (45.1) 


2007 results 
Labour 


941 (30.1) 1,417 (45.2 





Greets Green 793 (34.1) 


1,340 (47.0 


764 (25.1) 1,448 (47.3 





Hateley Heath 951 (30.3) 


1,411 (45.0 





Langley 876 (27.5 


1,263 (40.0 


) 
) 
964 (29.5) 1,591 (48.5) 
666 (21.7) 1,453 (47.2) 





Princes End 1,128 (43.5 


898 (35.6) 





Tipton Green 


1,268 (35.5 


1,024 (28.9) 1,667 (47.0) 





Tividale 1,191 (37.0 


1,158 (35.8 


938 (29.8) 1,309 (41.5) 





) 
) 
1,195 (33.6) 
) 
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Wednesbury Sth 886 (27.7 


) 
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1,050 (40.4) 878 (34.9) 
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1,256 (39.3 


798 (23.4) 1,365 (40.5) 
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was the biggest anti-fascist 
election activity in many 
years and in addition to getting an anti- 
BNP message out it raised morale and 
brought on dozens of new activists. 

There was an especially close working 
relationship with the trade unions, with 
both Amicus and Unison targeting their 
local members. The GMB and the 
T&G also brought people out for 
the Day of Action. 

In the final few days Searchlight sent 
an organiser into the borough to help 
co-ordinate voter turnout. With fresh 
data and targeted letters the 12 months’ 
hard work paid off. The BNP did not 
win a single seat and more importantly 
its vote was slashed. 

The results are a credit to everyone in 
Sandwell Labour Party and should be 
held as a model for others to follow. 
Hard work, re-engaging with local 
communities and targeted campaigning 
triumphed. 

While the BNP vote dropped across 
the borough, Labour's bucked the 
national average and actually rose, in 
some wards by as much as 30%. 

In Great Bridge, the BNP vote fell 
from 45% to 30%, the largest drop 
anywhere in the country. 

However, there is no absolutely no 
complacency in Sandwell. There has 
already been a debriefing meeting and 
plans have been drawn up to continue 
the campaigning. “We are not going to 
take our foot off the pedal,” says 
Gurinder. “We know that we only won 
by hard work so now we just have to 
continue this in the future.” ~= 





Griffin faces leadership bid 


By Nick Lowles 


ick Griffin, the BNP leader, is set 
to face a leadership challenge 
this summer from the party's 
former North West regional 
organiser Chris Jackson. 

After months of rumours, Jackson has 
now formally announced his decision to 
stand. While he has little or no chance of 
success, Jackson's candidature has the 
potential to focus the spotlight on 
the effectiveness of Griffin's leadership 
and the dictatorial way in which he runs 
the party. 

Jackson has been active in the BNP 
since the late 1980s. During the second 
half of the 1990s he was the BNP’s North 
West regional organiser but resigned, 
citing disagreements with Griffin. 

Long considered a hardline nazi, 
Jackson was close to the BNP’s founder 
John Tyndall but in the early years of 
Griffin's rule opted for the easy life and 
often failed to back Tyndall publicly. 

Now, however, he appears ready for 
a battle. 

Jackson is standing on behalf of the 
Reform Group, a small network of BNP 
members who strongly oppose the style 
of Griffin's leadership. They include Griffin's 
traditional critics such as Richard 
Edmonds, one-time national activities 
organiser of the party, but other more 
mainstream party members are involved. 

In a letter circulated to BNP branch 
organisers, Jackson and the Reform 
Group outline his reasons for standing. 

"The current leader has, and the 
founder leader had, enormous talent in 
some directions and, it seems, none in 
others. This has meant the Party has not 
been developed in a balanced manner. 

“Currently, the Party is effectively run as 
a dictatorship, the letter continues. “There 
are no checks and balances. NG appoints 
all Party officials and consequently, many 
are yes men. 

“Opinions, other than those of NG, lead 
to dismissal from Party positions and even 
dismissal from the Party. Over the years 
NG has held widely varying politica 











views. This means, in our opinion, that 
his political judgement is very poor. 
He has made some serious errors in 
his appointment of personnel, mos 
U 





particularly the appointment of the 
nstable character, Tony Lecomber, as 
is chief regulating officer. Further it 
should be noted that NG has had a 











poor history concerning money. No 
prudent organisation would allow 
someone with his history to be 
responsible for Party funds.’ 

The letter goes on to call for a proper 
party structure and democratic 
accountability. 

Jackson is trying to appeal to members 
as a unity candidate, arguing that Griffin 
has forced out many good nationalists 
from the BNP simply because they have a 
different view. A recent meeting in 
northwest London to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of the formation of 
the National Front was a pointer to the 
type of extremists he and Richard 
Edmonds, who spoke at the meeting, 
would like to welcome back. 

While this unity approach might prove 
popular with those former members 
now active in numerous minuscule 
organisations on the far-right fringes, it is 
unlikely to win much support in the BNP 
membership at large. 

Griffin loyalists initially dismissed the 
claims as nonsense and the work of their 
political enemies or agent provocateurs. 
Some thought they should attack 
Jackson while others wanted to call in a 
psychiatrist. 

On the face of it Jackson does not stand 
a chance. However he has far less to lose 
than Griffin. The incumbent BNP leader will 
be expected to win by a massive majority, 
and even then no one will be surprised. 
Anything lower than a vote of 80% would 
be very troubling for the BNP leader, 
especially given the fact that Jackson is 
virtually unknown to anyone outside the 
North West and West Yorkshire. 

If Griffin's vote dips below 75% he will 
be damaged. 

There is talk that the BNP will open the 
pages of British Nationalist, the party's 
members’ bulletin, to both candidates. 
But given Griffin's usual underhand and 
undemocratic tactics, he is unlikely to do 
anything that could give a national airing 
to Jackson's criticisms. 

There is very little left of the old Tyndall 
clique, certainly within the party. 

But if Jackson plays his cards right he 
has the potential to tap into a wider 
disgruntlement with the way Griffin runs 
the party. This extends to many people 
who were once Griffin loyalists, though 
how many are still eligible to vote is 
another question. 
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We cannot really expect Griffin to 
follow the example of the Labour Party 
and give anyone who joins the party in 
the run-up to a leadership contest the 
opportunity to vote. The reverse is much 
more likely. 

Jackson already seems to be 
attracting support from some unlikely 
quarters. Michael Easter, a retired well 
heeled businessman from Kent who has 
been a fixture on the far right for three 
decades, has signed up publicly to the 
Jackson camp. 

It is even rumoured that the BNP’s 
cultural officer, Jonathan Bowden, will 
throw his weight behind Jackson's 
campaign. Bowden was furious when 
Griffin issued proscription notices 
prohibiting BNP members from 
associating and discussing politics with a 
range of people. This followed a New 
Right Group meeting that Bowden co- 
hosted with the group's leader Troy 
Southgate, which was addressed by Lady 
Michele Renouf, a close confidante and 
backer of David Irving, the Holocaust 
denying writer. In a furious exchange with 
Griffin, Bowden threatened to walk out of 
the party. 

Whether Bowden would really want 
Jackson to win is quite a different matter. 
He has privately been critical of Griffin for 
some time and thinks Jackson would be a 
much better leader. 

Another potential supporter of Jackson 
is Eddy Butler, the party’s elections officer. 
Butler is not close to Griffin and is 
reportedly furious that the BNP leader 
intervened to water down the organisers’ 
bulletin that proscribed Lecomber after 
he physically attacked Butler. 

Jackson is also likely to receive support 
in the North West and West Yorkshire, 
especially Calderdale. 

Discussions about launching a 
eadership bid emerged last year but 
while rumours circulated on the internet 
the final decision was only made after the 
ocal elections. Good elections results for 
the BNP would have made the move 
completely foolhardy. While Jackson is 
unlikely to succeed, he can hope to tap 
into growing discontent in the aftermath 
of the party's failure to make any election 
breakthrough. ~a 
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EASTERN 

Basildon (11) 16.1% 
Broxbourne (9) 20.0% 
East Hertfordshire (3) 10.5% 
Epping Forest (5) 18.8% 
Huntingfordshire (1) 13.9% 
Kings Lynn (2) 33.6% 
Luton (2) 15.9% 
Maldon (4) 16.2% 
Mid-Beds (1) 21.4% 
Mid-Suffolk (1) 10.3% 
Rochford (1) 25.2% 
Southend (7) 15.3% 
Stevenage (1) 12.9% 
Suffolk Coastal (1) 5.9% 
Thurrock (16) 24.5% 
EAST MIDLANDS 

Amber Valley (4) 12.8% 
Ashfield (6) 19.5% 
Blaby (5) 19.8% 
Bolsover (1) 44.5% 
Broxtowe (10) 14.8% 
Charnwood (14) 21.6% 
East Lindsey (3) 15.5% 
Hinckley & Bosworth (4) 18.0% 
Leicester (5) 19.1% After 
Lincoln (12) 12.6% Staffordshire 
Melton (1) 29.9% vir e ae 
North Kesteven (1) 13.6% Before 
Northampton (4) 15.2% 
NW Leicestershire (5) 24.1% 
Rushcliffe (1) 17.6% 
South Derbyshire (2) 23.1% 
South Holland (3) 28.9% 
West Lindsey (1) 20.2% 
NORTH EAST 

Darlington (8) 11.8% 
Derwentside (1) 23.5% 
Gateshead (13) 9.3% 
Hartlepool (1) 17.4% 
Newcastle (12) 8.6% 
North Tyndside (3) 9.1% 
Redcar & Cleveland (4) 11.1% 
Sedgefield (16) 14.0% 
South Tyneside (6) 14.4% 
Stockton (5) 11.7% 
Sunderland (25) 11.1% 





Wear Valley (1) 15.4% 
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Arun (4) 21.2% Allerdale (4) 19.8% Birmingham (40) 8.1% 
Bracknell Forest (1) 16.2% Barrow (1) 10.3% Cannock Chase (1) 23.9% 
Canterbury (1) 8.0% Blackburn (5) 20.3% Coventry (16) 9.3% 
Chichester (2) 8.6% Blackpool (7) 15.4% Dudley (10) 18.7% 
Crawley (4) 11.4% Bolton (1) 16.1% East Staffordshire (3) 20.5% 
Dartford (1) 32.0% Burnley (10) 25.1% Herefordshire (2) 9.4% 
Hart (2) 14.7% Bury (8) 13.9% Malvern Hills (1) 15.4% 
Hastings (2) 4.8% Carlisle (6) 14.5% Redditch (3) 22.1% 
Horsham (2) 11.1% Congleton (1) 19.9% Sandwell (15) 24.6% 
Maidstone (2) 8.4% Halton (1) 9.8% Shrewsbury (4) 8.1% 
Medway (3) 8.1% Knowsley (2) 18.2% Solihull (5) 17.2% 
New Forest (2) 10.1% Lancaster (1) 8.0% Staffordshire Moorlands(1) 17.1% 
Reigate & Banstead (1) 9.6% Liverpool (9) 7.2% Stoke-on-Trent (10) 27.4% 
Rushmoor (4) 14.8% Manchester (2) 15.5% Tamworth (1) 9.3% 
Shepway (2) 11.6% Oldham (4) 16.6% Walsall (4) 17.2% 
South Oxfordshire (1) 4.2% Pendle (6) 18.7% Wolverhampton (6) 15.5% 
Thanet (1) 11.8% Ribble Valley (2) 16.7% Worcester (3) 13.1% 
West Berkshire (2) 5.7% Rossendale (4) 20.3% Warwick (1) 7.8% 
Windsor & Maidenhead(4) 13.4%: Salford (5) 13.6% 
Wokingham (1) 4.0% Sefton (5) 7.8% 
ee: Wycombe (1) 12.7% St. Helens (4) 7.5% YORKSHIRE & THE HUMBER 
a Stockport (7) 9.6% Barnsley (18) 15.9% 
Tameside (8) 16.7% Bradford (17) 19.2% 
Trafford (1) 8.6% Calderdale (12) 15.396 
Vale Royal (5) 16.2% Craven (1) 20.1% 
Wigan (8) 10.7% Doncaster (5) 14.7% 
Wyre (1) 19.6% East Riding (4) 14.1% 
Harrogate (15) 6.9% 
Hull (3) 10.1% 
all Kirklees (22) 16.5% 
Bath & North Somerset (2) 8.5% _ Leeds (33) 11.3% 
em pemouth a NE Lincolnshire (1) 17.8% 
Bristol (3) 14.9% North Lincolnshire (5) 15.0% 
en Comal AN) aD Richmondshire (2) 14.4% 
North Devon (1) 11:7.99% Rotherham (6) 24.9% 
North Wiltshire (4) 10.4% Scarborough (4) 11.1% 
Plymouth (2) 7.2% Selby (3) 13.0% 
Reale salami i Sheffield (7) 14.8% 
Restormel (1) 17.5% Wakefield (12) 14.7% 
South Gloucestershire (3) 14.5% York (9) 9.7% 
South Hams (3) 8.0% 
South Somerset (1) 15.9% 
Swindon (3) 15.9% 
Torbay (5) 10.8% 
West Devon (1) 12.9% 








The May issue of Searchlight/ xtra reported 

on the HOPE not Hate bus tour of Britain. 
Covering 1,700 miles and visiting 30 towns 
and cities over 14 days, the tour combined 
celebrities and local community projects. 


To order a free copy write to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


capEn Ot Hate tour 


ing modern Britain 
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BNP news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 
British National Party councillors around the country. 

If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


BNP admits to ‘do-nothing councillor’ 


THE BNP TOOK three new 
council seats in Stoke-on-Trent in 
last month’s elections but it was 
several days before the BNP 
website applauded what turned 
out to be the largest number of 
gains for the party in any local 
authority. 

Perhaps it was because Stoke 
BNP was too busy with an 
internal falling out which was to 
end with Councillor Mark Leat’s 
removal from the BNP group 
amid accusations that he did not 
work hard enough. It seems that 
he is being made a scapegoat for 
the failure of Steve Batkin, his 
BNP colleague in Longton North 
ward, to retain his seat last month. 

Explaining the decision the 
BNP’s group leader Albert 
Walker said: “although he 
has done a very good job as 
chairman of the council’s 
health scrutiny commis- 
sion, his performance in 
other areas has been lack- 
ing, particularly in his 
ward where his work 













fell on to former BNP councillor 
Steve Batkin. 

“He failed to help Steve Batkin 
in his election campaign, which 
contributed to Steve losing his 
seat in Longton North.” 

That a BNP member is accused 
of being a “do-nothing councillor” 
is not new. We have said it ever 
since BNP candidates first made 
it into council chambers and 
didn’t know what had hit them. 
When Leat got the health 
scrutiny position, we pointed out 
that this was his only achievement 
in three years as a councillor. 

Leat (pictured) himself blames 
everyone else for Batkin's defeat. “In 
the run-up to the elections, Steve 
Batkin was dragged around 

other wards to help out there, 
and Longton was neglected. 
I went round knocking on 
doors asking people to vote for 
him,” Leat said. 

Leat is now a “non- 
aligned” councillor. His seat 
comes up for election 
in 2008. 





BNP Muslim alliance against Kashmiris 


BRIAN PARKER, the BNP’s sole councillor in Pendle, risked the 
disapproval of the Muslim-hating BNP leadership when he joined 
forces with the Labour councillor Mohammad Iqbal to oppose 
fo)FTaveliare) els eaniers(e)an cele) eiialaniiai(e1gole| oxy a\cr-ve(o(Ul-laraigsial-iare| (21 

The Pendle Kashmiri Welfare Association campaigns for self- 
government in Kashmir, a troubled region of Pakistan with 
complex political problems. 

Icla<cie\ Ale) euavelccencele.at-\V/iale(e(e)acielaiate)iier\aclaraigaicicisee(olalial 
PAU OloH claglaiat-lal-laccinen al aileiaeol8 aval] aal-i-1diavefec-l(e) UlaKivls olgttiate]\VA 
A restliel Il <cien caveyaWiar-le,@riplealieatecicelelosiiiae  sigliciayelsele)ia— 1) 
eilelalenenaclireyaciare tear alelaaliare coyele) Wyida tim 

Shamefully, Iqbal commented in similar sectarian vein: “It’s 
WilaYy cio) clas dace | le(cci) iuine) @eoltlarelifole oelacay ol¥ieiaalhy fy (| 
divisive application!’ 

It is bad enough when a councillor lets his views on the politics 
(ole dae) levelrele) Weleleelaidialcaie laliiticgia= | olriailiale) elvatiela 
elateciaaiiale| =| (eres) ejrerciaie-idieje) Ac Elel-ig-) Blaseees-11 @eliiece) |e): 
Sye)gitc eleligcelal s-ile tela selare)| eouiom s'laceluigleliare| aai=e)celie <\¢a 
irrelevant to the planning process. It is wholly unacceptable when 
such views propel him into expressing agreement with the BNP. 














Barnbrook for mayor 


RICHARD BARNBROOK has launched his 
campaign for next year’s London mayoral 
election. Barnbrook, the BNP’s group leader 
on Barking and Dagenham council, was 
formally adopted as the BNP candidate on 
9 May and was pictured on the party website 
in his trademark brown suit and petulant 
expression. 

He had brushed up what was clearly an old CV 
for the occasion, full of boasts about his artistic 
achievements though lacking any reference to 
HMS Discovery, the gay porn movie that he 
starred in, co-wrote and directed in 1989. 

The CV states he is a street leader for his local 
council. Residents of Barking and Dagenham, 
where he put himself on the electoral register 
to qualify to stand in last year’s council 
elections, will look in vain for the results of his 
work removing graffiti and dealing with 
antisocial behaviour. The council he is referring 
to is Lewisham, where he really lives. 

His qualifications to be mayor are hardly 
enhanced by his boast that he was “appointed 
as secretary and advisor to Cllr. Dan Kelley 
(Barking) following his landslide victory in the 
2004 Goresbrook by-election”. Kelley resigned 
eight months later after admitting that he was 
completely out of his depth. 


BNP man to look after cemetery 


PROTESTERS GREETED Michael Simpkins 
when he turned up at Corsham Town Hall, flanked 
by four minders dressed in black, to take up his seat 
on Corsham Town Council on 14 May. 

Simpkins won his seat on the Wiltshire body by 
being the only candidate, something that 11 other 
BNP members managed in various parts of England. 
Many local residents are upset at the outcome. Gillian 
Cleverley, one of the protesters, said: “We have all 
lived together side by side in relative peace and I do 
not see why the BNP seeks to create divisions and 
hostility based upon a person's ethnicity.” 

After Simpkins’s election it was quickly pointed out 
that the town council is non-political with party 
politics banned in the council chamber. Simpkins 
claimed he would follow in this tradition and fight 
against high parking charges and antisocial behaviour. 

He will find this difficult. The town council’s 
responsibilities are limited to maintaining a public 
cemetery and listening to requests for allotments. 
But you wouldnt expect a BNP councillor to 
know that. 


Anunholy 
alliance 


By Gerry Gable 


ONE OF THE MOST virulent clerical 
fascist groups in Poland held a 
meeting in London in April in a 
disturbing indication that fascists are 
trying to organise among Polish 
migrant communities in the UK. 

Of particular interest is the venue 
that the National Rebirth of Poland 
(NOP) party chose for its gathering 
on 14 April - the Church of Saints 
Joseph and Padam in Holloway, 
north London. 

The church is one of several 
belonging to the Society of Saint Pius 
X, a Catholic fundamentalist order 
whose founder, the late Archbishop 
Marcel Lefebvre, was excommunicated 





The SSPX's church which hosted the Polish 
fascist meeting and (above) Maciej Janicki, 
the student who runs the NOP in England 





in 1988. Lefebvre opposed church 
modernisation and any acceptance of 
the validity of other cultures and faiths. 
One of his British-born priests, Richard 
Williamson, has described Jews 
as “enemies of Christ” and praised 
the notorious German-Canadian 
Holocaust denier, Ernst Ziindel. 

In June 2001 Searchlight revealed how 
the SSPX was part of a_ sinister 
international network that sheltered 
James Kopp while he was on the run 
after murdering Barnett Slepian, a Jewish 
doctor who worked at an abortion clinic 
in New York. Kopp had carried out other 
sniper-style attacks in the USA before 
fleeing into the arms of similarly violent 
people in Europe including the UK and 
Ireland. He was eventually sentenced to 
25 years in prison after being extradited 
from France. 

At the heart of this web was Derek 
Holland, one of Nick Griffin’s comrades- 
in-arms in the late 1980s, long before 
Griffin became leader of the BNP. In 
those days they ran the Political Soldier 
wing of the National Front and linked 
up with extremists and financiers of 
terror around the world. The third man 
in the Political Soldiers’ tripartite 
leadership was Patrick Harrington, now 
the general secretary of the BNP’s trade 
union front group Solidarity. In 1988 
the three of them went on a trip to 
Libya paid for by Colonel Gaddafi’s 
foreign ministry. 

The remains of the Political Soldiers 


are now part of England First, formerly 
the International Third Position, run 
by the convicted Italian terrorist and 
property millionaire Roberto Fiore, a 
one-time political and business 
partner of Griffin. The NOP has a long 
connection with Fiore and was a 
constituent organisation of the 
European National Front, a creation of 
Fiore that brings together hardline 
fascists and nazis from across western 
and eastern Europe. 

The BNP is not part of the ENF but in 
February this year Chris Beverley, the 
BNP’s sole councillor in Leeds and a 
close associate of Griffin, addressed a 
gathering of the ENF in Germany, 
hosted by the youth wing of the 
German nazi NPD. The NOP was not 
represented on that occasion largely 
because of historical enmity between 
Poland and Germany. 

Officially the BNP attacks the 
presence of Polish migrant workers in 
Britain, although some senior BNP 
officers are happy to employ Poles in 
their businesses not so much because 
they are cheap labour but because of 
shared political beliefs. Suggestions 
abound that the BNP’s claimed growth 
in members is the result of the party 
encouraging Polish NOP sympathisers 
living in the UK to join. 

Recruitment of Polish residents 
would be no surprise as the BNP is 
always happy to enter into alliances of 
convenience. Griffin recently visited 
Northern Ireland to meet Jim Dowson, 
a former loyalist activist who now runs 
the anti-abortion “Life League’, to 
discuss money, something always 
close to Griffin's heart. Dowson is a 
former member of an Orange 
marching band that dedicated tunes 
to the loyalist killer Michael Stone. 
Nazis, the ITP, ultra-Catholics and 
extreme Protestants come together in 
the anti-abortion cause. 

The NOP, which attracted a mere 
0.04% of the vote in the 2004 European 
election in Poland, has two branches in 
the UK, in Leyton, east London, and 
in Birmingham. Its UK leader is Maciej 
Janicki, a mature student of 
management studies and economics, 
who lives in Leyton. In Poland the 
group is noted for vicious attacks on 
gay people, the Jewish community 
and anti-fascists. Here the NOP has 
made its presence felt by turning up at 
mixed race school asking for members’ 
children not to be made to sit near 
Muslim or black children. Unchecked, 
the NOP’s activities risk derailing social 
cohesion in the UK. ti 
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Protests halt Griffin speech at Bath University 


NICK GRIFFIN, the British National 
Party leader, was reduced to giving four 
students a ten-minute speech on a patch 
of grass, after protests forced Bath 
University to ban a meeting on campus 
where he had been due to speak. 

Following calls by Searchlight South 
West, South West TUC and campus 
trade unionists, Bath University 
withdrew permission for the meeting 
on 14 May arranged by Danny Lake, 
national organiser of the BNP’s youth 
section and a first-year politics student 
at the university. 

Many students and staff had 
expressed fears for their safety if the 
BNP leader were allowed to appear. 
There was also concern about 
disruption during a period when 
students were sitting exams, after 
large numbers of university staff 


Help from the BNP? No thanks 


THE BNP IN Wiltshire is trying to make out it is a 
useful community organisation by launching a 
“free help service to Corsham’s elderly, disabled 
and needy”. But local charities that already provide 
such a service have expressed concern at people 
with a political agenda entering the homes of 
AU] La(=i ga] 0) (<¥ of-to) 0) (-y 

North Wiltshire Care and Repair said it only 
(ante) foyv/ctelus of-1o) 0) <uaNViavoys at-lolattlafolciverolalcucagiaaltate|| 
records checks and were insured for the tasks they 
were carrying out. Michael Simpkins, the BNP’s 
unelected representative on Corsham Town 
Council, claimed: “The people we send around will 
be vetted and known to us” The problem is that 
Hlelele) laren enatarcu cacao) ceolmaalys)\| maaat-lanaolmuat-lany will 
be known to the police as well. 


Don’t say what we say 


THE BNP MADE a big fuss over its recruitment of 
Ken and Angela Daly after the teenager who killed their 
19-year-old son Ryan was released after serving only 
14 months of his sentence for manslaughter and went 
on to reoffend. 

Writing about the decision of Mr and Mrs Daly to 
stand as BNP candidates for Thurrock Council, the BNP 
website described Ryan’s killers as “a gang of criminal 
white trash’. 

Now wasn't “white trash” the term to which the BNP 
objected when it was used on Coronation Street in 
January last year? At the time BNP members from 
Oldham, Burnley and Harrogate protested outside 
Granada TV's studios in Manchester and the BNP 
website described the phrase as “an openly anti-white 
racist remark”. 

Or does the BNP think it has a monopoly on who can 
be described as white trash? 





insisted on their right to attend the 
meeting and make Griffin aware 
of their views. 

Lake tried to reschedule the 
meeting for a smaller audience 
at a pub in town but the 
landlord, Ian Collins, cancelled 
the booking after Searchlight 
SW tipped him off. 

“A young man visited me the 
night before and asked if he 
could book a room,” Collins said. 
“It was a very casual arrangement. 
The moment Searchlight rang to 
tell me who was behind it, I opted 
to stop it. I feel that I have been 
hoodwinked into holding this talk.” 

The week before Griffin's visit, Bath 
Students’ Union held an emergency 
meeting at which students voted to 
condemn the BNP as an organisation 





and to oppose the initial decision 
by the university to allow 
Griffin to speak. 

Sally Hunt, joint general 
secretary of the University 
and College Union, 
welcomed the university’s 
U-turn. “Allowing the 
BNP to speak would have 
compromised the safety of 
staff and students and sent 
out a very worrying message 
about Bath University’s 
commitment to diversity,” she 
said. “The millions of staff and 
students who cherish academic 
freedom ... deplore the presence 
in an institution of learning of 


Nick Griffin.” 












Griffin gets his marching orders 


Former fascist elected to parish council 








Stuart Millson meets the French fascist leader Jean-Marie Le Pen 





A MAN WHO briefly led the BNP has got himself elected to 
a parish council in Kent. Stuart Millson put himself forward 
for East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council as an 
“independent villager”. 

Millson started his political life in the Federation of 
Conservative Students, later disbanded by the Conservative Party 
because of its extremism, and also spent time in the Monday Club. 
When John Tyndall, Nick Griffin’s predecessor as BNP leader, 
and his deputy Richard Edmonds were imprisoned in 1986 for 
race hate, Millson took over the reins of the BNP. At the time he 
said, “I would describe myself as a fascist. My main aim at 
university has been to drum up as much support as possible for 
racialism.” 

He has also been involved with the far-right Western Goals 
Institute and its successor the Revolutionary Conservative 
Caucus. Later on he held office in the Conservative 
Democratic Alliance and the tiny Freedom Party, which the 
BNP recently proscribed. Millson was also a contributing 
editor for Right Now, the glossy magazine edited by the former 
Irish nazi, Derek Turner which ceased publication last year. 

With such a long far-right pedigree, “independent villager” 


doesn't seem to do him justice somehow. 





By Gerry Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s 
Wiltshire vigilante patrols are about to 
go nationwide, Searchlight can reveal. 
Last month Nick Griffin, the party 
leader, went out with one of Corsham 
BNP’s “community patrols” to learn 
how they worked. He must have been 
happy with what he saw as afterwards 
the decision was made to extend 
operations to other areas. 

The patrols consist of a team of BNP 
heavies led by Michael Howson, the 
Wiltshire BNP organiser. Howson, who 
has a military background, is also a 
youth leader at Rudloe air cadet unit. 
He set up the patrols at the start of the 
year to “tackle anti-social behaviour” 
and the BNP website has heaped 
frequent praise on his efforts and 
similar patrols in nearby Calne. 

Local police take a different view, 
pointing out that vigilantes, who have 
no more powers than any other citizen, 
can only exacerbate local crime as 
officers have to police the patrols to 
make sure they behave themselves, 
diverting resources from dealing with 
other problems. 

Another matter of concern is the 
amount of serious crime associated with 
the BNP itself in and around Swindon. 
Last year Michael Matthews, an 
impressionable 16-year-old who had 
come under the influence of the BNP, 
received a two-year detention order for 
a spate of racist graffiti and criminal 
damage at the Swindon mosque. 
In January this year Mark Bulman was 
jailed for five years for trying to set fire 
to the same mosque, culmination of his 
own mini race war. Bulman, who acted 
as regional organiser of the Young 
BNP and fund-holder for Wiltshire 
BNP bringing him into close contact 
with Howson, used a BNP leaflet as a 
fuse for his petrol bomb. 

Four years ago David Tovey was 
convicted of possessing a huge stockpile 
of terrorist equipment in his home in 
Oxfordshire, including military 
explosives and bomb manuals. Police 
also found evidence that Tovey, who 
had applied for BNP membership, 
intended to blow up Swindon mosque. 

Howson himself has come under fire 
after racist and antisemitic material was 


_ Michael Howson gets 
ready to patrol England 


posted on his page on the Bebo website, 
which is used by millions of teenagers. 
Howson first told the Bath Chronicle 
that his Bebo site was an information 
portal and if internet users did not like 
the content they did not have to watch 
it, but later claimed that his site had 
been hacked. 

The site is also linked to information 
about a group called Unite Against 
Anti-White Racism which supports the 
reintroduction of corporal punishment 
for petty criminals and vandals and 
claims native British people will be an 
ethnic minority within 60 years. 

Howson, who is in his forties, has a 
second Bebo site in which he calls himself 
Young Brit and tries to indoctrinate 
youngsters with his views. Most of them 
tell him in no uncertain terms to get lost. 
The Ministry of Defence is investigating 
whether Howson’s internet activities 
are compatible with his position in the 
air cadets. 

The BNP’s vigilante programme is 
part of a growing interest in 
paramilitarism in the BNP going back to 
the 2004 European elections. When the 
BNP failed to win any MEPs despite 
gaining 800,000 votes, Griffin said t 
he party might have to consider 
alternatives to the ballot box. The 
following year the BNP’s general 
election manifesto called for adults who 
have completed a period of military 
service to be “required to keep in a safe 
locker in their homes a standard-issue 
military assault rifle and ammunition’, 
a policy that most BNP members at the 
time treated with derision. 

Last autumn the BNP staged a clay 





pigeon shoot in North Yorkshire, which 
Griffin attended. Although ostensibly 
this was a _ fundraising event, 
investigation showed that several senior 
BNP members were deeply entrenched 
in the local shooting scene and that the 
party wanted to set up such gun clubs 
everywhere the party was active in a bid 
to build up a core of members who 
know how to handle guns. 

The BNP continues to boast that it 
recruits members of the military forces 
and police services, even though it is 
illegal for police officers to join the 
party. And a leading BNP activist in the 
South East who is part of Griffin's 
personal security team told the press 
that he had recently undergone 
“{ntensive training” with former soldiers. 
He has also started training BNP 
activists in “anti-hijack evasive driving”. 

For some time now Griffin has 
been referring to a civil war to come, 
most recently in an interview for the 
BBC Radio 4 documentary on the BNP, 
“Turning Right”. Another BNP member 
who believed civil war was imminent was 
Robert Cottage, who pleaded guilty to 
possession of explosives at his home in 
Lancashire and is awaiting a retrial on 
conspiracy charges. 

The combination of vigilantes, guns, 
racism, BNP terror attacks and talk 
about and preparations for civil war 
poses a serious risk to British 
democracy. Searchlight wonders how 
many more similar dangerous 
adventures are going on in the BNP and 
what if anything the forces and law and 
order and counter terrorism are doing 
about it. =<€ 








CZECH REPUBLIC: 
Deputy PM incited hatred 


FOURTEEN ROMA ORGANISATIONS and 100 
individuals have lodged a criminal complaint against 
the Christian Democrat Deputy Prime Minister 
Jiri Cunek (pictured) for making statements 
Roma 


that defame Roma 


people. 


International roundup ™ 


spokeswoman Monika Mihalickova said that a claim by Cunek that if a person 
in the Czech Republic wants to receive state support he or she “should get 
sunburnt, make a mess with their family and put up fires on the squares,” 
incites hatred towards the Roma and limits their rights. 

Cunek claims he was directing his words at the politicians and not the 
Roma. For months, Cunek has faced criticism for his decision, when he was 
mayor of Vsetin, north Moravia, to evict dozens of Roma families from a 
dilapidated house to live in containers on the edge of the town. 


FRANCE: FN activists charged 
with assault 

TWO SUPPORTERS of the right- 
wing extremist Front National (FN) 
have been charged with a serious assault 
on a young man of North African 
origin during the presidential election 
campaign. They allegedly broke the jaw 
of Amael Dhorbane, 20. 

The anti-racist group SOS Racisme 
says that Dhorbane and three other 
youngsters of North African origin were 
involved in a scuffle with the FN 
supporters who had been pasting up 
campaign posters in eastern Beaujolais. 
The men are said to have swerved their 
van towards Dhorbane, who responded 
by smashing one of the vehicle's 
windows. The men then jumped out and 
attacked the boys with wooden clubs 
and kicked Dhorbane in the face. 

The FN claims its supporters had been 
ambushed. “I approve of their having 
defended themselves,” said Bruno 
Gollnisch, the F'N’s deputy leader. 


SLOVAKIA: Hitler banner at 
match 

SUPPORTERS OF the Slovak top- 
flight football club SK Slovan Bratislava 
have displayed a banner with a smiley 
face in the form of Adolf Hitler at a 
match in the city. A letter S on the 
banner was in the style used by Hitler's 
murderous SS. The incident took place at 
a match against FC Senec. 

Slovan’s so-called Ultras are infamous 
for their racist and fascist behaviour. 
At an earlier match with Artmedia 
Petrzalka, on 7 April in Bratislava, they 
chanted monkey noises at Karim Guede, 
a Togolese midfielder with Artmedia. 

The attitude of Slovan officials and 
players, who clapped their supporters 
after the match, is also causing concern. 
The Ultras have stated publicly that they 





have been praised for their support for 
the team and have received backing 
for their activities from the club officials. 

The Slovak Football Association has 
condemned the incident and called for 
police action against those involved but 
has still not incorporated Article 55 of 
FIFA’s disciplinary code — under which 
Slovan could be severely punished — 
into its own rules. 


CZECH REPUBLIC: Police 
disperse nazis 

POLICE USING water cannons and 
armoured vehicles scattered a meeting of 
500 supporters of the nazi National 
Resistance movement in Brno on 30 April 
after the city authorities banned the event. 

The dispersal order came as the nazis 
started hurling stones and bottles at the 
policemen. Some of the nazis also 
assaulted passers-by at a tram stop before 
police pushed them into adjacent streets 
and a park. 

Fascist activity in the country is 
escalating. Although overt support of 
Nazism and the display of Nazi symbols 
are illegal, there were open gatherings to 
celebrate Hitler’s birthday, _ slightly 
disguised to circumvent the law. Thus 
on 21 April, extremists in Plzed 
demonstrated in support of Vaclav 
Pechanec, a man convicted of racially 
motivated murder, right-wingers in 
Prague visited the city’s Olany cemetery 
to pay homage to Radola Gajda, a 
Czechoslovak fascist, and extremists in 
Kladno marched for freedom of speech. 


SPAIN: Archbishop says vote 
fascist 

A SPANISH Catholic archbishop 
called on believers to vote for fascist 
parties in local elections on 27 May. 
The archbishop of Pamplona, Fernando 






Sebastian Aguilar, caused controversy 
by declaring in a message on a Catholic 
website that two fascist parties, Falange 
and the Spanish Alternative, were 
“worthy of support”. 

His call originated in a speech he 
delivered at a conference in Léon in 
March on how the Church could regain 
its influence in society, in which he 
praised these fascist outfits for being 
“faithful to the doctrine of the Church 
in its totality”. 

Aguilar has courted controversy 
before. In 2005, he claimed Spain could 
be on the verge of an “epidemic of 
homosexuality, strong psychological 
problems and painful frustrations” if gay 
marriage was legalised. 


DENMARK: MP sang Nazi songs 
A LEADING MP from the right-wing 
populist Danish People’s Party (DFP) 
MP has left the party following accusa- 
tions that he sang Nazi songs and gave a 
Nazi salute. Morten Messerschmidt was 
forced to quit after it emerged that he 
had misbehaved at festivities marking 
the season's opening of Copenhagen’s 
historic Tivoli Gardens. 

Elsewhere a newspaper has reported 
that Messerschmidt was involved in 
another incident in a Copenhagen pub, 
in which he told others present to “Heil 
correctly” and called a Liberal Party 


member a “corrupt nigger”. 





Far-right leader jailed 


MARIO MACHADO, (pictured) 
leader of the Portuguese far-right 
splinter group, the National Front 
(FN), was jailed on 20 April after 
a Lisbon judge decreed that he 
should be held in preventive 
detention. Twenty-seven far-right 
activists, including Machado, had 
been detained for possession of 
weapons and racist activities, after 
police searched some 60 addresses 
around the country. 

Machado was jailed for four years 
in 1997 for his part in the murder 
of Albino Monteiro, a Portuguese 
citizen of African origin, in 


Lisbon in 1995. 





Police action prompts fascists to call off rally 


From Jean-Yves Camus 


AN INTERNATIONAL fascist gathering 
in Lisbon in April was called off at the 
last minute even though many 
participants had already paid for their 
travel and accommodation. 

A number of fascist fringe groups 
from across Europe had planned a rally 
in Portugal’s capital on 21 April hosted 
by José Pinto Coelho’s tiny Partido 
Nacional Renovador (PNR). The 
purpose of the meeting, titled “The Day 
of National Youth’, was to protest at the 
world congress of the International 
Federation of Human Rights Leagues 
(FIDH) taking place in Lisbon on the 
same weekend. The keynote speaker at 
the opening session of the FIDH 
congress was to be former Portuguese 
president Antonio dos Santos Ramalho 
Eanes, one of the leaders of the military 
coup of April 1974 in which leftist army 
officers overthrew Caetano’s Salazarist 
dictatorship. 
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authoritative. When is the next one 


The fascist event —_ attracted 
widespread media coverage in Portugal 
because the PNR had announced that 
representatives of several bigger far- 
right outfits, including the British 
National Party, the French Front National 
(FN) and the Austrian Freedom Party 
(FPO) would be attending together with 
a number of openly nazi groups. It was 
soon clear that this was a publicity stunt. 
The BNP was not sending anyone, 
according to Danny Lake, national 
organiser of the BNP’s youth section, 
and the FN politely told the PNR that it 
would not attend because of the French 
presidential election. The FPO issued a 
statement saying it had never intended 
to be at the meeting. 

The only groups that had accepted 
the invitation were the German 
National Democratic Party, the 
Italian Forza Nuova, the Swiss nazi 
Partei National Orientierter Schweizer 
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and the Spanish Aleanza Nacional. 
The PNR’s website also bandied about 
names of other fascist movements 
such as Noua Dreapta from Romania 
to make the event look like a European 
National Front gathering. 

Things turned bitter for the fascists 
when the police arrived on 18 April to 
raid the Lisbon office of the PNR and its 
youth wing, the skinhead Juventude 
Nacionalista. They also swooped on 
cells of far-rightists in several other cities 
and arrested 27 people. One of the 
reasons for the police action was that 
the fascists had planned a hate music 
concert featuring the Spanish nazi 
bands Asedio and Brigada Totenkopf 
and the Portuguese band Bullet 
38 alongside the political meeting. 
Under pressure, the PNR cancelled both 
events prompting anger among those 
who had travelled across Europe all 
dressed up and with nowhere to go. ~<a 
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International 


Sarkozy election is ideological 
victory for the right 


By Jean-Yves Camus 


NICOLAS SARKOZY'S 53% vote in the second round of the presidential 
election is a clear indication of voter support for a more right-wing 
agenda. Ségoléne Royal’s 47% represents the third successive 
Socialist defeat in a presidential race and there is good reason to 
believe that the conservative right will win an impressive majority in 
the general election on 10 and 17 June. 

Opinion polls show that 77% of voters want Sarkozy (pictured left) 
to make a break from the methods and ideas of the Chirac presidency 
and 66% want him to implement the tough policies on 

which he campaigned. For the first time since 1945, 
there is a conservative party, the Union for a Popular 
| Movement (UMP), which openly boasts that it belongs 
| to the right. Previously French conservatives 
| described themselves as “moderates”. 

What does Sarkozy’s victory mean for France? 
Undoubtedly, he will be ideologically closer to Margaret 
Thatcher than to George W. Bush. He stands for free- 
market economics but has promised a general 
increase in wages. He wants tougher laws on 

immigration and crime and attracted up to 

65% of those who voted for Jean-Marie Le 
Pen in the first round, mainly because he 
campaigned on issues such as French 

identity and immigration. Sarkozy also 
stands for less “government” and state 
regulation, which will mean big cuts in the 
social welfare budget and public sector. 

He has also said that he would push for a 
“mini-treaty” as an alternative to the 
European constitution that French voters 
rejected in a referendum in May 2005, which he 
would put to parliament not to a popular vote. 
In foreign policy, he will maintain French 

independence vis a vis the USA, but his election 
was not welcomed in Africa and the Middle 

East, where he is seen as pro-Israel. 

Sarkozy won because he attracted very 
different sections of the electorate. He won the 
support of 61% of the 60-69 age group, 68% of 

over 70s, and 82% of craftsmen and 
shopkeepers, but he was also unexpectedly 
supported by 57% of those aged 25-34 and 50% 
of the 35-44 age group. Only the 18-24 age group 
gave a majority — 58% — to Royal. 

Among those who work in the private sector 53% 
voted for Sarkozy, while 57% of public sector 

employees voted for Royal. However, Sarkozy made 
a significant breakthrough among both the middle 
class with 49% and the working class with 46%. 

Only one third of the départements voted for 
Royal: the Paris suburbs, much of Bretagne and the 
South-West, part of the Limousin, Auvergne and 
Poitou-Charentes regions and the _ overseas 
territories. Of those who supported the centrist 
Francois Bayrou in the first round, 40% went to 
Sarkozy. ~<_ 
































Le Pen scores 
his lowest 
presidential 
vote since 1988 


Jean-Yves Camus in Paris 
considers whether this is 
the end of the FN 


THE RESULTS of the first round of 
the French presidential election on 22 
April were a hammer blow to the 
extreme-right Front National and its 
veteran leader Jean-Marie Le Pen, who 
received 10.5% of the vote putting him 
in fourth place. 

Partly because of the 84% voter 
turnout, an all-time high, but also 
because many former FN supporters 
switched to Nicolas Sarkozy, the 
candidate of the conservative right, 
Le Pen, 78, lost a million votes 
compared with 2002. 

Although 3.8 million voters still 
supported Le Pen, Sarkozy, the former 
Minister of the Interior and chairman 
of the conservative Union for a Popular 
Movement (UMP), largely succeeded in 
crushing his rival on the right, using 
rhetoric that came pretty close to that of 
the FN on issues such as law and order, 
immigration and national identity. 
This is one reasons why many moderate 
rightists voted for Francois Bayrou, the 
centre-right candidate, who came third 
with 18.5%, well behind Sarkozy 
(31.1%) and the Socialist Ségoléne 
Royal (25.9%). 

What, then, were the reasons for the 
FN’s disastrous performance? Firstly, an 
overwhelming majority did not want Le 
Pen to go though to the second round 
again. Secondly, Sarkozy captured 25% 
of those voters who backed Le Pen five 
years ago and did especially well among 
middle and upper class FN supporters 
who formerly backed the defunct 
conservative RPR. At the opposite end 
of the social spectrum, Le Pen took 15% 
of the working class vote. 

The FN leader lost support in almost 
all regions of France including his 
traditional strongholds of Provence- 
Alpes-Céte d’Azur, Alsace and Nord- 
Pas de Calais, only increasing his vote in 
northern Picardie and, quite 





surprisingly, in Corsica (16%), where 
part of the — pro-independence 
movement seems to have voted for him. 

Some of the reasons for Le Pen’s 
defeat stem from his own campaign 
strategy of trying to present himself 
almost as a mainstream conservative 
politician and distance himself from his 
past image as a racist and sometimes 
antisemitic candidate. This alienated 
the F'N’s diehard activists who support a 
harder racist line, but failed to attract 
new, more moderate, voters. 

Le Pen’s attempts to gain support 
among French citizens of immigrant 
origin, especially those from the 
Maghreb who live in the decaying, 
bleak and windswept suburbs of the 
major cities and are disillusioned by left 
and right alike, failed miserably because 
these voters know only too well that Le 
Pen is, above all, an unrepentant and 
unreconstructed racist. Le Pen also 
made the mistake of letting Sarkozy 
make the running on the issues of 
immigration and national identity 
cards, so stealing the themes that have 


always the been main concerns of 
extreme right voters. 

Marine Le Pen, who was in charge of 
her father’s campaign, — effectively 
masterminded this failed attempt to 
change the party’s image. She now faces 
strong opposition within the party from 
those such as Bruno Gollnisch and Carl 
Lang who want the FN to return to its 
reactionary, nationalist, extreme-right 
roots. Despite this, many still consider 
Ms Le Pen to be the main contender to 
succeed her father when he steps down 
from the chairmanship of the party, 
probably after the next FN congress at 
the end of 2007. 

The two main — extreme-right 
weeklies, Minute and Rivarol, together 
with some leading figures of the racialist 
wing of the party such as Pierre Vial, 
chairman of Terre et Peuple, and 
Roland Hélie, publisher of Synthese 
nationale, are demanding a change 
of strategy. 

They want a party that is less keen on 
free-market economics and more 
radical on identity issues. In line with 


FN leader Jean-Marie Le Pen 


' 





this, they oppose any deal with the 
conservative right, viewing Sarkozy as 
“the man of the American-Israeli axis”. 
This is why, contrary to the Catholic 
fundamentalist minority led by Bernard 
Antony, which backed Sarkozy against 
“the Marxist Ségoléne Royal” in the 
second round, Vial and Christian 
Bouchet, the leader of the Réseau 
Radical, supported Royal. Le Pen 
himself urged his supporters to reject 
both candidates. 

The FN will probably lose more 
support in the two-round general 
election on 10 and 17 June, when its 
vote could plunge below 10%. In this 
event, it can only hope that proportional 
representation will be introduced for 
the 2012 general election and that a 
large number of people will become 
sufficiently disenchanted with Sarkozy’s 
presidency to switch to the far right. 

In the meantime, French democracy 
remains at risk because so many of Le 
Pen’s ideas have already made their way, 
albeit in softer tones, onto the agenda of 
Sarkozy and the conservative right. ~< 
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Right-wing populist threatens far-right vote 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 


A NEW POLITICAL party has 
emerged to challenge Vlaams Belang’s 
monopoly on the extreme-right vote in 
Flanders in the run-up to the federal 
elections in June. The Dedecker List is 
led by Jean-Marie Dedecker, a former 
member of the Flemish Liberal 
Democrat Party (VLD). 

A senator until recently, Dedecker’s 
professional background is in sport. He 
was a very successful coach to the 
Belgian national judo team in the 1980s 
and 1990s, leading his team to 
international success, including an 
impressive number of Olympic medals 
and a series of European and world 
titles. 

Switching to politics, he won support 
with his raw populist language, part of 
his rather simplistic attitude towards 
complex problems, and was elected to 
parliament. There Dedecker, whose 
mantra is “I do what I say”, quickly 
proved himself a first-class loudmouth, 
with an opinion on everything and no 
fear of confrontation. He became the 
VLD’s loose cannon — insulting at least 
one of the party’s ministers a month — 
but remained very popular with its 
members and activists. 

In an election for a new national 
chairman for the VLD, Dedecker won 
support from more than 40% of 
members. Bart Somers, the former 
Flemish premier and now mayor of 
Mechelen, was eventually elected but 
only after the party leadership 
organised a barely concealed internal 
campaign against Dedecker. Defeat did 
not deter him and hardly a week passed 
by without Dedecker making the 
national media. 

When the VLD agreed to extend 
the vote to non-EU citizens living 
in Belgium for at least five years, his 
fierce opposition almost split the party. 
This contributed to the party’s present 
hopelessly divided image. Right after 
the last local elections in October 2006, 
he was finally expelled, a move that by 
then hardly surprised anyone. 

Bart De Wever, president of the tiny 
Flemish nationalist New Flemish 
Alliance (NVA), soon persuaded 


Dedecker to join his party which has 
been in an electoral bloc with the 
powerful 


Christian Democrats 
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(CD&V) since 2004. But the CD&V 
refused to have anything to do with 
him, spelling political doom for the 
NVA which owes its survival largely to 
the CD&V. 

After ten chaotic days of political 
pantomime, the NVA succumbed to 
heavy pressure and dropped Dedecker. 
Then Philip Dewinter, leader of the 
VB, tried to persuade Dedecker to join 
his party or form an “electoral coalition” 
with it. Dedecker — never too keen on 
the far-right party despite their similar 
views — was even offered top position on 
the VB’s senatorial list for the June 
elections but the VB’s leadership 
refused to endorse Dewinter’s actions, 
for what was probably the first time 
since Dewinter joined the party 25 
years ago. 

Eventually Dedecker took the 
only remaining option and created 
his own right-wing populist party. 
Three months on, the biggest fish 
Dedecker has lured is Jurgen 
Verstrepen, until recently a VB MP in 
the Flemish parliament. 

Verstrepen, 40, was a well-known 
professional radio presenter, hosting 
an American-style Talk Radio 
programme called Black & White on 
Sunday lunchtimes, before moving into 
national politics in 2004. As a prized 
newcomer to the VB he was elected 
without problem. 


After joining the VB he launched VB 
Radio, a party-owned radio station, to 
sidestep the so-called censorship of the 
national media. Because his radio shows 
were broadcast only on the internet, 
they never became a big success. But the 
stations raw right-wing populist 
language quickly earned it the 
nickname “Hate Radio”. 

His departure from the VB was 
inevitable. A couple of months ago, he 
proposed an electoral cartel between the 
VB and Dedecker. This incensed some 
VB members and _ activists who 
demanded his dismissal, denouncing 
him as a “shameless opportunist” and “a 
danger to the unity of the party”. 

At a press conference, Verstrepen 
declared that the party’s far-right 
diehards in the party had always 
boycotted him. He also expressed 
disappointment at the VB’s failure to rid 
itself of its far-right, authoritarian 
image. He was one of the few VB MPs 
without the Flemish nationalist 
pedigree usually needed to make a 
career in the party. 

Verstrepen will now head Dedecker’s 
candidates’ list in the province of 
Antwerp. Apart from him, Dedecker 
has only attracted a few frustrated 
former VB and VLD members to join 
him in his battle against the rest of the 
Flemish political world. 

A recent poll puts the Dedecker List 
well below the 5% needed to win seats 
in the federal parliament and senate. 
Dedecker is nevertheless pleased with 
his poll standing and still hopes to 
attract disgruntled VLD members and 
VB voters. Even if the new party 
eventually takes only 3% of the Flemish 
vote, it will still inflict heavy damage on 
both the VB and the VLD. 

The VB _ leadership especially is 
petrified that this upstart rival looks like 
stealing part of the soft nationalist vote. 
Poll results suggest that support for 
both the VB and VLD has fallen since 
last year. The VLD now polls less than 
17%, an historic low, while the VB’s vote 
is below 20% for the first time in years. 
At the moment it looks like the 
CD&V/NVA alliance will become 
the biggest Flemish political grouping 
in the federal parliament after the 
June ballot. ~= 





Violent conflict ravages white power movement 


From Mikael Ekman for EXPO and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


THE NAZI SWEDISH Resistance 
Movement (SMR) has been accused of 
assaulting a nazi from another group. 
At the end of March, three men 
arrived at the home of a 21-year-old 
member of Helsingborgkampanjen, a 
nazi network based in Helsingborg, 
and threatened him with a pistol to 
force him to close down a local nazi 
website that he runs. 

Helsingborgskampanjen was found- 
ed at the beginning of 2007 and is run 
by activists from the National Socialist 
Front, Nordiska Forbundet and 
independent nazis. Its main purpose is 
to distribute propaganda and create 
opportunities for nazis in Helsingborg 
to cooperate across organisational and 
factional boundaries. So far, the group's 
activities have been modest but in April 
it printed 100,000 propaganda stickers 
for local distribution. 

The SMR denounced the assault but 
Helsingborgkampanjen has now 
directly accused the SMR of being 
responsible. Its website declares: “One 


of the criminals has been identified as 
a local leading member of the SMR. 
The two others have not been 
definitely identified. The threat was 
motivated with ‘ideological’ rhetoric 
about the website being ‘Strasserite’ 
(‘leftist nazi], a view that the 
SMR depicts as a hostile current on 
its own website and in its internal 
propaganda.” 

The Helsingborg assault is not an 
isolated incident. Ata White Power party 
outside Vallakra on 17 March, a leading 
SMR activist tried to attack people linked 
to Helsingborgkampanjen. 

The reason for the increasingly bitter 
conflict is that the SMR _ takes 
exception to the “radicalism” and 
operational style of independent nazis 
such as Helsingborgkampanjen. The 
SMR is. convinced that the 
independent nazis are dividing the 
movement in the same way that the 
Strasser brothers split Hitler’s Nazi 
party in the 1920s and early 1930s. 

Large parts of the Swedish white 





avement form a disciplined 


Dic aah! 


power movement including Nordiska 
Forbundet, Info 14, Altmedia and 
Helsingborgskampanjen are equally 
opposed to the SMR'’s methods and 
taste for gangsterism, an accusation 
that the SMR has answered with an 
unsigned announcement on _ its 
website saying: “We can not forbid 
those of our members who feel 
insulted from reacting”. It adds: “If parts 
of the so-called national movement 
wish to boycott the Resistance because 
of this, we welcome that. Let us, in that 
case, walk on separate roads.” 

The factional warfare is disrupting 
preparations for the nazis’ annual 
celebration of Sweden's National 
Day in Stockholm on 6 June. 
Their “People’s March” usually attracts 
over a thousand nazis, many in 
uniform, but this year the SMR has 
decided not to help organise it. The 
reason is the continuing fierce debate 
between the so-called “autonomous” 
nazis and their more organised 
counterparts. ~= 
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International 


GERMAN NAZIS once again staged 
May Day demonstrations in a bid to 
challenge the political left and 
establish its own tradition of “social 
protest” But unlike in previous years 
the National Democratic Party (NPD) 
and those nazi groups and activists 
that have so far stayed outside the 
NPD made a concerted effort to avoid 
competing demonstrations. An an- 
nouncement that the NPD leader Udo 
Voigt and his long-time critic Christian 
Worch would speak at the same march 
in Dortmund was clearly intended as a 
move towards nazi unity. 

A total of around 3,500 nazis held 
seven marches across Germany - in 
Bad Bramstedt, Neubrandenburg, 
Vechta, Dortmund, Erfurt, Raunheim 
and Nuremberg —- bringing their 
slogans of hatred and anti-capitalist 


demagogy. They were outnumbered 
everywhere by democratic and 
anti-fascist | counter-demonstrators. 
In some places, militant anti-fascist 
action prevented the nazi mob from 
gathering, such as a mass blockade in 
Erfurt where 1,300 nazis were 
outnumbered and ringed by anti- 
fascist protesters and the police. 
Angry that their demonstration had 
been stopped, the nazis turned 
violent and attacked the police. 

The May Day activities are part of 
the nazis’ strategy over the past five 
years of attacking globalisation and 
presenting themselves as an_ anti- 
capitalist force that represents the 
German workers. This kind of bogus 
“leftist” activity now _ includes 
organising public meetings and 
pickets at businesses that have made 


employees redundant. But radical 
words cannot hide the nationalist, 
antisemitic and racist character of the 
nazis’ politics. Blaming migrant 
workers for high unemployment, they 
tout conspiracy theories about a small 
clique controlling finance capitalism 
and attack the trade unions and 
workers’ movement for being “traitors 
to the ‘national interest”. 

The next dates in the nazis’ 
increasingly busy demonstration diary 
are 2 June in Schwerin and 7 July in 
Frankfurt. The first will be a protest at 
the G8 summit taking place in 
northern Germany in early June. 
The second venue was chosen 
because the fascists see Frankfurt as 
the stronghold of a supposed alliance 
of Jewry, capital and the left and as a 
symbol of multiculturalism. ~~ 
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WEAPONS RAIDS, 
NAZI GIGS AND 
MARCHES, BUT NO 
NEED TO WORRY 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


POLICE ARRESTED two nazis in 
separate towns on 1 May after police 
raids on their homes. 

In Maarten van Mil’s house in Delft 
police found weapons, ammunition and 
nazi insignia. Van Mil, 42, is a trader in 
nazi paraphernalia. In 2004 he was 
arrested at Amsterdam’s Schiphol 
airport trying to import thousands of 
fake Nazi badges and emblems. He was 
charged but acquitted after claiming 
that the items were for use in a film. 

In Spijkenisse police hauled away 
Robin van Opstal, a 25-year-old Blood 
and Honour Racial Volunteer Force 
member. He was arrested at a house 
close to the home of Arris de Bruin, 
which police raided in March. Van 
Opstal has since been released. 

De Bruin, who remains in custody 
charged with possession of weapons, 
told police in a statement that van Mil 
had delivered weapons to him. 

On 7 May police arrested three 
soldiers after searching homes and 
barracks in Roosendaal, Assen and 
Soesterberg in connection with the 
weapons seized at de Bruin’s house. 
They are suspected of stealing army 
equipment. Police say they found no 
right-wing material. Two of the three 
have been released but are still under 
investigation. 

Despite concern over the revelations 
of violent nazis possessing and dealing 
in weapons, the Dutch secret service, 
the AIVD, believes there is no sign of 
nazi terrorism in the country. Its latest 
report states that the danger of Blood 
and Honour should not be exaggerated 
and claims pedantically and wrongly 
that the numerous  extreme-right 
groups that infest the country are not 
racist because “they do not act out of 
reasoned considerations of biological 
inferiority”. 





On 28 April, four hate music bands 
played at a gig in the small town of 
Voorschoten, attracting a mob of 
around 100 nazis. Among them were 
leading lights in Blood and Honour 
Traditional, and members and sup- 
porters of Youth Storm Holland, the 
National Collective and the National 
Movement group, organised around 
Tim Mudde, former frontman of the 
nazi band Brigade M. 

Some wore obvious white power 
symbols and clothes with the “88” code 
(standing for HH —- Heil Hitler). 
One of the bands performing was 
Westland Rebels, established in 2003 by 
former members of Brigade M. They 
played their first gig in 2004 at a concert 
organised by the German National 
Democratic Party (NPD). 

Another band that played in 
Voorschoten was De Ruyter Korps, 
which was founded 18 months ago. The 
band has allegedly contributed to a 
benefit CD for Scott Stedeford, an 
American white supremacist terrorist 
jailed for carrying out armed bank 
robberies. Stedeford used the proceeds 
of his crimes to support white power 
movements working to overthrow the 
US government. The money raised 
from sales of the CD will go towards 
Stedeford’s legal costs. 

Also in the line-up was the 
Hungarian nazi group Fehér Térvény, 
notorious for songs with titles such as, 
“You're a fing jew” and CDs with 
names including, “More hate 88”. 

Chants of “Sieg Heil” and the 
German nazi slogan “the national 
resistance is marching here” were clearly 
audible in the surrounding neigh- 
bourhood but the large number of 
police standing outside and patrolling 
the area did not intervene. At the end 
of the evening, the usual brawls 








Maarten van Mil (right) collects signatures for 
the Centre Democrats in Leiden in 1999 with 
Ed Polman, a nazi skinhead from Rotterdam 
Photo: Kafka 


and punch-ups between rival nazi 
factions broke out. Again there was no 
police action. 

It is shameful that neither the local 
authority nor the police put an end to 
this event held for the sole purpose of 
glorifying the Third Reich. The owner 
of the venue, who said afterwards that 
he did not know the “party” was a cover 
for a nazi concert, has been invited to 
meet the mayor of Voorschoten who 
will reportedly tell him to behave more 
responsibly in future. In the view of the 
mayor the police would have intervened 
had the “nationalist shouting” got out 
of hand. 

The Voorschoten gig followed events 
in Oss, where the Dutch People’s 
Union (NVU) staged a demonstration 
on 7 April with the slogan “Against 
the casino capitalism! Against the 
plutocracy!” Oss is where Jan 
Marijnissen, the leader of the Socialist 
Party, lives and the NVU blames his 
party for helping to secure a limited 
pardon for refugees who have spent 
years applying for asylum. 

About 70 nazis turned up, of whom 
ten were from Germany including 
Sascha Krolzig of Kameradschaft Hamm 
who called on those present to support 
the nazis’ May Day demonstration in 
Dortmund. The demonstrators, mainly 
so-called “autonomous nationalists” 
from Youth Storm Holland, Blood and 
Honour members from both the 
Traditional and Racial Volunteer Force 
factions and the Aktionfront, waved 
German imperial war flags and shouted 
mainly German slogans such as “Ruhm 
und Ehre ftir die Deutsche Wehrmacht” 
(Fame and honour to the German 
Army) and  “Schutzstaffelsoldaten, 
Heldentiater” (SS men, heroes). 

The local authority in Oss had placed 


severe conditions on the demonstration. 








Eite Homan (left) and Robin van Opstal act 
as security officers at the Dutch People’s 
Union demonstration in Oss, 7 April 2007 
Photo: Kafka 


They may have been influenced 
by Anti-fascist Action which sent a 
list of racist and antisemitic symbols 
to the mayor and the police, asking 
them to implement the country’s anti- 
racist laws. 

Mayors in other towns where the 
NVU_ has demonstrated have also 
imposed restrictions but have not 
implemented them. In Oss, however, 
the first arrest was made even before 
the demonstration started when 
police detained a German nazi for not 
presenting his ID and seized banners 
with nazi codes. A Black Sun flag, an 
occult symbol often associated with 
nazism, was however allowed. 

During the demonstration, police 
removed a female nazi, probably for 
violating the ban on nazi slogans, after 
the police had repeated complained 
about this to Constant Kusters, the 
NVU leader. Later, another German 
nazi was arrested for having a Triskel 
badge on his cap, a symbol adopted by a 
Waffen SS division consisting of 
Belgian volunteers. 

At the end of the demonstration, 
there was a standoff between the police 
and nazis demanding the release of 
those arrested. Then the nazis tried to 
break out of a police cordon and escape 
by train, but were beaten back by riot 
police. Later, a group of nazis made 
their way to nearby Den Bosch to 
demonstrate outside the police station. 
Two got arrested for drinking beer in 
public and insulting police officers. 

All in all, it was not a good day 
for Kusters who lashed out at 
demonstrators who, he felt, did not 
behave themselves. That will probably 
herald the start of a conflict with Youth 
Storm Holland which does not like nazi 
demonstrations that do not glorify the 
Third Reich. 





Nazis celebrate Hitler’s 
birth with violence and rallies 


From Maria Rozalskaya for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


THE ANNIVERSARY of the birth of Hitler 
on 20 April was marked by racist 
intimidation of minorities, nazi 
demonstrations and a heightened 
police presence in Russia's main cities. 
Foreign students were even asked not 
to leave their hostels for several days to 
prevent them from being beaten up by 
racists, casting doubt on the ability of 
the police to protect them. 

Few hate crimes were reported for 20 
April itself. This may have been because 
of the usual delays in releasing 
information or because the nazis did 
not want to risk violence out of fear of 
the police. Fascist and racist violence 
tends to increase during the fortnight 
around 20 April and this year proved no 
exception with eight people murdered 
and 26 injured in April in Moscow, 
St Petersburg and other Russian cities. 
Six of the eight murders occurred 
in Moscow. 

Karen Abramyan, 46, an ethnic 
Armenian businessman in Moscow, 
was stabbed to death on 16 April by 
two racist youths in front of his son 
outside the apartment block where he 
lives. The same day, the corpse of a 26- 
year-old Tajik was found with 35 stab 
wounds in another Moscow district. 
Two students have been arrested in 
connection with both these crimes and 
are believed to be responsible for other 
recent hate attacks in Moscow. One of 
the arrested men has admitted at least 
22 offences since September 2006. 

Several demonstrations were staged 
in Moscow on. the weekend of 
21-22 April. Remarkably, the city 
authorities permitted two far-right 
demonstrations, while a peaceful 
human rights “walkabout” on 22 April 
was forcibly dispersed. Twenty people 
had come to the city centre to revisit 
the scenes of violent police behaviour 
during the internationally reported 
anti-Putin protests on 14 April. The 
human rights campaigners had no 
banners or leaflets but found 
themselves confronted by several 
hundred police. Five of the activists 
were detained. 

Meanwhile, nazi slogans, banners 
and salutes at the two permitted right- 
wing demonstrations on the Saturday 
went unpunished. One of the 





demonstrations, 250-strong, took place 
on Slavyanskaya Square, close to 
President Putin's administrative offices. 
The organisers, the so-called Party for 
the Defence of the Russian 
Constitution (Rus), invited members of 
the National Socialist Society (NSO) and 
the violent nazi Format 18 to take part 
in the event, the theme of which was 
incredibly freedom of choice. 

In response, Maxim Martsinkevich, 
leader of Format 18, made a cynical 
announcement on his website, inviting 
his comrades to come and celebrate ... 
the birthday of “one of the creators 
of the Cyrillic alphabet, whose 
monument stands on the square”. Nazi 
organisations present included Russian 
Nationwide Unity (RONS), Russian Will 
and others. 

The Rus rally culminated with a 
speech by NSO boss Dmitry 
Rumyantsev, the NSO leader, inciting 
violence and claiming racial superiority. 
Special police troops, present to 
maintain order, just looked the other 
way. The speech was broadcast widely 
on the internet. 

The other nationalist event was 
held on Pushkinskaya Square. 
The main demand expressed there 
was for a change to the name of 
Ahmet Kadyrov Street in Moscow to 
Street of the Pskov Commandos, in 
memory of soldiers from Pskov killed 
in Chechnya. This rally attracted 300 
participants from the Slavic Union, the 
National State Party of Russia, RONS, 
the Movement against Illegal 
Immigration (DPNI) and the Russian 
Order, as well as members of the so- 
called “Kuryanovich crew’, supporters 
of the racist and homophobic MP 
Nikolai Kuryanovich. 

Speakers at this rally also voiced anti- 
Caucasian slogans and promoted 
violence. Police detained Alexander 
Belov, the leader of the DPNI, for 
making an anti-police speech full of 
obscenities but none of those who 
gave Nazi salutes at the rally were 
arrested. ~~ 





H@ ‘This article is based on 
information from the SOVA Centre 
for Information and Analysis - 
www.sova-center.ru. 


International 





Government 
accused of 
‘shocking 


racist conduct’ 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE ANTI-FASCIST organisation 
Antifascismo Militante (Militant 
Antifascism) has accused the Italian 
media of “culpable silence” over its 
failure to report the activities of fascist 
groups. It warns that “silence and 
complicity” go hand in hand and points 
an accusing finger at newspaper editors. 

In contrast to such silence, events over 
the past two months have provided 
more evidence that hysterically loud 
media coverage of crime _ stories 
involving immigrants may have 
contributed to xenophobic and racist 
incidents. The media reports may have 
led to the burning of travellers’ homes 
near Ascoli Piceno, in central Italy, and 
shouts of “immigrants assassins” at a 
funeral in Rome. 

Accusations of racism have also been 
levelled against the centre-left 
government of Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi in the drama played in front of a 
worldwide audience of the Italian 
journalist from La Repubblica 
kidnapped in Afghanistan. “A shocking 
example of racist conduct”, commented 
LibMagazine on its website. 

The first of two crimes that show a 
disturbing link between irresponsible 
reporting and racist violence occurred in 
April when a drunken driver of a van 
killed four people. The headlines on the 
websites of all three major quality 
papers, La Repubblica, Stampa and 
Corriere della Sera, all began with 
“Rom”, the word used to describe 
travellers, focussing primarily on the 
ethnicity of the driver. 

Newspaper editors know full well 
that this kind of approach is likely to 
fuel the already deep-seated feelings 
of prejudice and racism that exist 
among many Italians against this 
minority. In popular imagination 
inherited from Fascism _ travellers 


are equated with delinquency. They are 
continually the target of nazi and 
fascist groups that describe them as a 
public danger. 





FN demonstrators in Rome 4 
call for Italy for the Italians | 


Within hours of these headlines the 
dwellings of travellers in the vicinity of 
the accident were set alight. Onlookers 
told firemen attending the incident 
“Don't waste water”. 

The fascist Forza Nuova party 
promptly exploited the mood created by 
the media. “Italians cry for their sons 
killed by the gypsy invasion’, its website 
said. It called for the immediate 
expulsion of Rom without a residence 
permit and asked the authorities 
to seize the children of travellers “to 
prevent them from being exploited by 
their parents for money”. 

No sooner had this episode ceased to 
make headlines when an Italian girl in 
Rome was killed, apparently by accident, 
by two Romanian girls. Again what 
seemed to matter in most media reports 
was the foreign nationality of the 
“gypsies” and “prostitutes” as perpetrators 
of the crime. Shouts of “immigrants 
assassins” erupted during the funeral 
Mass for the victim. Later that evening 
FN helped stage an anti- immigrant 
demonstration in the district where the 
victim lived. A large banner carried at the 
head of a 1,000-strong rally read 
“Enough now, Italy for the Italians”. 

There were more anti-immigrant 
rallies in Milan, following protests by 
the local Chinese community at the way 
traffic police handled a parking offence. 
FN issued posters with the slogans, 
“Italian towns have fallen hostage to 
immigrants’ blackmail and chaos” and 
“Milan has been raped”. Fiamma 
Tricolore, the other fascist party that 
contested the election for the mayor of 
Milan, also sought to cash in on the 
incidents. It offered to dispatch its 
vigilante groups to patrol the streets and 
to inspect Chinese shops and their 
books to make sure they were 
complying with the law. 

While xenophobia and racism are 
easier to detect in instances of this sort, 
it was an episode involving the centre- 
left government that led to disturbing 





accusations of racism destined to have 
lasting impact. As was widely reported, 
on 5 March Daniele Mastrogiacomo, 
a journalist from La Repubblica, was 
kidnapped by the ‘Taleban in 
Afghanistan. He was accompanied by a 
driver and an interpreter, both Afghans. 
The driver was killed. The interpreter, 
Ajmal Naskhbandi, was taken hostage 
with the journalist. 

La Repubblica is a centre-left news- 
paper whose support has become 
indispensable to a government that is 
continually teetering on the brink of 
crisis. It wielded its power to demand the 
freedom of its journalist “Daniele” so 
forcefully that Prodi and his ministers 
took personal control of the operation to 
save him. The life of his interpreter 
seemed less important. A deal was struck 
with the kidnappers involving the release 
of five Taleban prisoners. “Daniele” was 
brought home alive, but the deal failed to 
secure the freedom of the interpreter, 
who was later killed. “A cynical and racist 
operation”, commented the journalist 
Federico Punzi in LibMagazine, “the 
Italian government dirtied its hands in 
negotiating with the Taleban only to save 
the Italian journalist showing no interest 
in the fate of the other hostages”. 

More comments in the same vein 
followed, prompted by the decision of 
Gino Strada, head of the non 
governmental organisation Emergency 
which runs hospitals in Afghanistan, to 
condemn loudly the glaring failure by 
the Italian government to treat all the 
hostages in the same way, regardless of 
their race or nationality. 

Played for weeks on end in front of 
the whole nation, the “shocking racist 
conduct” by the government, as 
LibMagazine called it, is a bad sign for 
those who thought that the end of the 
Silvio Berlusconi government and his 
nazi-fascist cronies had closed some 
embarrassing chapters of discrimination 
and were expecting the country’s centre- 
left rulers to set a better example. ~<d 
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